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Enclosed is a paper, captioned as above, which depicts the communist 
influence in the Negro movement with emphasis on "Martin Luther King, Jr , 
This paper is an up-to-date revision of the one by the same title prepared 
under the date of October 16, 1963i In updating it we emphasized three 
main areas: (1) the continued dependence of King upon former Communist 
Party, USA members, current and former Party sympathizers_and his continued 
reliance on the long-time communist[Stanley David Levison;)(2) facts 
relating to the moral degenerac y, of Kingj and (3) the recent and current 
Party aims and activities-relative to the racial-movement. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

Upon approval, consideration will be given to appropriate dissemina- 
Y/hen approved, the paper should be returned to the Domestic 
Intelligence Division for printing, and the preparation of appropriate 
letters if disseminated. 

Enclosure 
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My memorandum to you 11/22/64 submitted for approval 
a paper, captioned as above which depicts the communist influence 
in the Negro movement with emphasis on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I We have added information on the last four lines, #agej£our, 
top paragraph, to show that on 11/24/64 King cpi^^|-#^|^g^*j!nce 
Jones ]and asked that[Jones and Stanley Levison/submit five-minute 
speeches which King could use in accepting the" Nobel Peace^Prise. 
King would select the best material from these speeches. (^Xones 
and Levison are key advisors to King a j " 
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It is contemplated that dissemination will be made 
Junder Monday’s date (11/30/64), if approved, to the following 
individuals: . . * 

The Honorable Bill D. Moyers, Special Assistant to 
p _ . the President, The White House 

Acting Attorney GeneralTwith copies to the Deputy 
wjgf; Attorney General 1 /^Mr. Burke Marshall, Assistant 
Attorney General, and Mr. J. Walter‘"Yeagley, 

Assistant Attorney General 
The Honorable Dean Rusk 1 ^ The Secretary of State 
'The Honorable John A. McCone^ Director of Central 
Intelligence Agency ^ 

The Honorable Carl T. Rowan, Director of United States 
Information Agency ' ^ 

The Honorable Robert S. McNamara, The Secretary of 
Defense v 

Major General Edgar C. Doleman, Assistant Chief of 
Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army 
Rear Admiral.Rufus L. Taylor^ Director of Naval 
Intelligence, Department of the Navy 
^•Colonel Joseph J. Cappucci, Director of Special 
*'/? Investigations, The Inspector General, Department 
; _ 'of the Air Force REC-23 / y/^. _ j/.. ; 

Lieutenant General Joseph F, Carroll, Director, Defense' 
Intelligence Agency 
100-442529 \ ^ 
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.ec- Mr. Sullivan 
cc Mr. Belmont 
cc Mr. Deloach 



.. The sources used in the enclosure 
have furnished reliable information in the 
past, and because of their sensitive nature 
the document has been classified ,,r JSagssS^ypet» ,J . 
Upon removal of the classified enclosure, this 
letter becomes unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 



Tolson 
'Befmdni 
Mohr -£= 

DeLoach 
Ccsper 
CciJchcn 
tcnrad 
Evans 
Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
Pavel 
"rotter 

'folo. RooeK, f\r 

•Jolmes _ MSXlJfc 
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HR. E. S. MILLER 

S 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


,44 


1 - Mr. E. S. Miller 


date-. May 25, 1973 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. J. A. Mintz 
1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 

AUU INFORMATION COKWf® 0 


■ 1 \ 

The purpose of this memorandum is to furnish you 
information developed by a file review regarding allegations 
of former Special Agent (SA) Arthur Murtagh in "The New York 
5/21/73. 


Mr, Kelt Al_ 

Mr. Bfytc»r__ j 

Mr. Cnllnhnn 
Mr. Ch*v«-)fuvJ _ 

Mr. Conmd , _ , 

Mr. Gebhardi_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marsha) I _!/ 

Mr. MHVcr, E.sKL 

Mr. Soyars_. 

Mr. Thompson _i_ 

Air. Walters__ 

Tele. Room__ 

Mr. Baise__ 

Mr. Barnes__ 

Mr. Bowers_ 

Mr. Herington ^_ 

Mr. Conmy__ 

Mr. Mintz_ 

Mr. Eardley_ 

Mrs. Hogan_ 

Times" 


My memorandum 5/23/73 indicated Murtagh alleged important 
figures in the FBI tried to persuade community leaders in Atlanta^ 
Georgia, they should not attend a banquet honoring King, with thej \ 
warning that the Bureau'had information about King that might J-U, 
eventually embarrass' those who attended. He alleged that an Agents^ 
in Atlanta told him a top official from Washington called on two 
religious leaders and the late Ralph McGill, editor of the "Atlanta 
Constitution," to try to persuade them not to attend. 

The attached copy of a memorandum from former Assistant 
to the Director W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont dated 1/21/65 
^indicates that Sullivan did talk at least twice with McGill and 
discussed that subject and that McGill was to contact three 
religious leaders. ^ ^ 

"The New York Times" article also^ indicated that 
Eugene Patterson, former editor of the "Atlanta Constitution," 
produced a recollection that a Special Agent of the FBI attempted 
in the Spring of 1964 to have Patterson expose Kingls r jrunning~around 
with women while posing as a moral leader. 

10 JUM 1 — ’ 

The attached memorandum W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont 
dated 1/16/64 captioned "Communist Party, USA, Negro v,r Qtiestion; 
Communist Influence in Racial Matters, IS - C," possibly pertains 
to this recollection by Patterson. We have located no reference 
that Patterson was subsequently utilized as the memorandum indicated 
that he could be. i 

CEG: ekw "S' — 

(5) CONTINUED - OVER H 


CEG:ekw 
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Enclosures 


This document is prepared fa response to your request and is not for dissemi - 
najion outside your Comm+jee. Its u)e h limited to official proceedings by 
your Committee and the comeht may not be disclosed to unauthorized person¬ 
nel without the express approval of the FBI . 
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Miemorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
, RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Ralph McGill died in February, 1969. 

Patterson was editor of the "Atlanta Constitution" 
from 6/60 to 9/68 when he became Managing Editor of the 
"Washington Post." He is reportedly now President and Publisher 
of the "St. Petersburg, (Florida), Times." Hems a member of 
the U. S. Civil Rights Commission and was named Vice Chairman 
of that commission by President Johnson in 1968. 

ACTION: 


. For information. 




\ 



- 2 - 


Page_ll 








.v>* ~ - 

tOlVKOM 

c»“ 01 M. 110 . HO. If 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandi 


to 


I Ht »M 


Mr• A» H* 


Mr. W. C. 



• ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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date: January 21, 1965 

1 r Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr© Mohr 
1 — Mr* DeLoach 


st IMI CT: 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr* J, A, Sizoo 
1 -.Mr. Baumgardner 



('■ . 
X 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

This morning Mr. Ralph McGil l, publisher of the "Atlanta 
Constitution," Atlanta, Georgia", ana a long-time admirer of the Director 
dropped by the office to discuss with me Martin Luther King, Jr. With 
Bureau approval, I had previously given McGill some ofAhe basic facts 
concerning King’s connections with communism and his ’^wnmorAL- behavior* 

McGill told me that on being advised of the facts concerning King, 
he has remained completely silent. As a result, he is being questioned 
by associates in Atlanta, Georgia, as to why he is not speaking out in 
favor of King and why he is not talcing an active part in the banquet 
to bo given King next Wednesday night* McGills said that he would never 
disclose a confidence and, therefore, his only reply is that he no 
longer is an admirer of Martin Luther King. Further, he has talked 
! with some other men who have .told him of.. their knowledge of King’s 
i^lrSmorality and their concern about it. In view of this, he is free 
j to speak a little bit more in detail and says he has done so for it 
( can be attributed to the men with whom he has spoken. 

j McGill said that these men are Adlai Stevenson, Ralph Bunche, 

l and Harry Ashmore of the"Arkansas Gazette." He told me that Adlai 
■ Stevenson advised him without being questioned about King that he is ^ 

1 aware of. (King’s immoral activities. Stevenson told McGill that he 
;considers King to be a "very dangerous man" to the civil rights movement 
t and that something should be done about it. Ralph Bunche told McGill 
that he has never been an admirer of King’s although he thinks King ; 
has done some good things; that a.few months ago he began hearing very 
j disturbing stories about King’s^immoral behavior* Bunche believes that*^ 
; King should be maneuvered out of the civil rights field or else he 
will do it serious damage* Mr. Ashmore, likewise, informed McGill that 
na had heard some time ago about King’s incredibly immoral activities, 
j/’/aaore is very disturbed over it and wishes something could be done 
•Let ho has no specific course to recommend. 

Mr. McGill told me that following my first discussion with him 
a few weeks ago he contacted a banker friend' in Atlanta who was helping 
to finance the banquet to be given King next Wednesday night. The 
banker was disturbed and said he would contact some other bankers also 
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Memorandum to Mr , Belmont , I j 

no: t'tARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ./.'i \\ 


involved- and see if support could bo quietly withdrawn, McGill’s 
irlond and some of the bankers did take steps to withdraw but this was 
very quickly relayed to bankers in Haiti who were on the threshold 
i of an important financial deal with the Atlanta, Georgia, bankers, 

: They took the position that if the Atlanta bankers did not support tho 
Martin Luther King party, their financial deal with these Georgia 
• bankers was off* As McGill said to me, the almighty dollar is still 
extremely important and especially so with 'bankers, and as a result they 
} got cold feet a. i decided to go ahead with financing King’s party. 


McGill told me that Archbishop Hallinan, Catholic leader in ; 
\ Georgia, an Episcopal clergyman and a. Jewish rabbi are also quite active ! 
]in support of this party for King, He said that he is certain that not | 
, one of these three is aware of King’s immoral behavior, I told him ! 
I that in view of what Stevenson, Bunche, and Ashmore had told him, he j 
I might want to explore very confidentially and discreetly the subject j 
j matter with these three men. He said he would do this. 


i McGill told me that he thinks it is too- late now, especially in 

view of the financial interest of the Georgia bankers in the Haiti deal, 
to prevent the banquet from taking place. However, McGill said he 
| would do what he could to encourage key people to limit their praise 
l and support of King as much as possible, 

*, McGill also told me that he is talcing steps through RalphBunche 

j to get key Negro leaders to unite in opposition to King and to gradually 
j force him out of the civil rights movement if at all possible* 


Mr* McGill said that he would like to have President Johnson know 
three things— (1) that from diverse sources he has learned of the 
incredibly immoral behavior of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr,, and his 
deceiving of sincere, good people in this Nation who have been supporting 
King; <J2)that he regi'ets greatly that the banquet is being given in KiDg‘s 
honor next week in Atlanta but that it has gone so far that it is 
probably not possible to head it off; and (3) that he believes that the 
very best thing that could happen would be to have King step completely 
out of the civil rights movement and public life for he feels that if 
this is not done, sooner or later King will be publicly exposed and thi:- 
will do irreparable harm to the civil rights movement in which he, 

McGill and others are so interested and have worked so hard for, and 
likewise, it will do injury to different citizens of the country who 
have been supporting King not knowing that he is of such low moral 
character,' 
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veoorandum to Mr. Belmont 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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Mr. McGill said that if he had had time to see President 
Johnson before leaving Washington, he would have told him these 
throo things, out that he wanted the Director to know that he is 
free to quote him on these three points to the President and free 
to put all three things in any communication that goes to the 
White House from the Bureau. 


It is very refreshing to meet a man of McGill*s stature in 
I tho field of journalism who is so sincere and honest and desirous 
I of doing the right thing. He is a very admirable man. Repeatedly, 

I Mr. McGill told me that he will continue to stay with this problem 
I t ^ n d to think about it, hoping that he will devise some plan or 
I course of action that will help to take King out of public life. 

| McGill told me in a visibly disturbed manner that this problem 
centering around King has caused him to wake up at night from time 
to time and he is very upset, over it. McGill explained that while 
lie has never been close to King or an active supporter thereof, he 
lias been completely identified and very active in furthering civil 
rights and better conditions for the Negroes, He thinks that King’s 
i behavior now known to him when publicly exposed will do irreparable 
'! damage to such social'causes that he -and'Others-have -been sponsoring 
^throughout a lifetime, ;!.• 



RECOMMENDATION: - /. . 

Enclosed will be found a letter to the White House setting 
forth McGill’s discussion for approval and forwarding. Inasmuch as 
McGill mentioned only the President’s getting this information, we 
do not contemplate any further dissemination. 
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Honorable Bill D. Hoyors 
Gpociai Assistant to the .Resident 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Bear Mr. Moyers: 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. BullIran 

i . 

January j '22 , 1965 

BY LIAISON 

1 - J. A. Sisoo 
1 - F. J. Baumgardner 
1 - S. F. Phillips 
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On January 21, 1305, Mr. Balph McGill, publisher ™ 
of the "Atlanta Constitution," Atlanta, Georgia, asked a f| 
represent at ire of this Bureau to communicate the following! J, 
information to th© President. Mr. McGill, who expressed 
great admiration for th© President, adx'isod that in th© OD g 
recent past lie has learned from several sources-about the»_^ g 
incredibly immoral activities of Martin Luther Hing, Jr.‘ ^ 

Mr. McGill explained’that ho was 'shocked to learn of this § 
■and immediately realised what serious consequences King's S 
misbehavior could have for th© civil rights movement in 
which Mr. McGill has been actively interested for years. 

Mr. McGill mad© three points? (1) that from 
diverse sources he has learned of the incredibly immoral 
.behavior of King, and of King's deceiving of sincere, 
good people in this Nation who have been supporting Kin^j 
(2) that he regrets greatly that a banquet is being 
given in King's honor next week in Atlanta, but that 
arrangements have now reached the point it is probably 
not possible.to prevent th© banquet; and (3) that he 
believes that the very best thing that could happen 
would be to have King stop completely out of the"civil 
rights movement and public life for he feels that if 
this is not done, sooner or later King will be publicly- 
exposed. Mr. McGill believes that an exposure of King* 
will :‘s ir-''■'parable harm to the civil rights movement in 
which ho, hr. McGill, and others are so interested and 
have worked so hard for; and likewise it will do injury 
_to different citizens of tko country who have been 
supporting King, not knowing of King's^trange behavior. a 
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Honorable Bill D. Moyers 


Mr. McGill told tills Bureau’s representative that 
if it had not been necessary for him to leave Washington, X). C., 
immediately, he would have liked to convey this message 
to the President in person. However, in view of the 
necessity for his hasty departure, ho asked that his views : 
be transmitted to the President by the FBI. ; 

Sincerely yours, 

MOTE : ‘ .... _ 

. See cover memorandum Mr. W*. C. Sullivan to 
Mr. A. H. Belmont, dated 1/21/65, captioned "Martin Luther 
King, Jr„, Security Matter - Communist," prepared by WCSrlml. 
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SUUI.CT: "COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
“NEGRO'"QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE—IN -RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS L - 

DATE |&pk 
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- Mr . Belmont 

- Mr. Sullivan 

- Mr. Baumgardner 
-Mr. Forsyth 
-Mr. Ryan 

- Mr. Phillips 
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elephone 


Yesterday afternoon (1/15/64) I talke'd. on tht 
with our Atlanta Office and at that time spoke with SA Alden F. i / '/\ ^ 
Miller who is working on the Martin Luther King case. Miller, Q.k"'/ * 



means of exposing King which would be of benefit to the Bureau.- 
While talking to Patterson oh other matters, Miller theorized with 
Patterson about men of questionable character in public life and 
did Patterson think they should be exposed. Patterson took a strong 
stand on the matter and said it would be a public service if some ( 
people were exposed. Of course, no reference at all was made to 
King by Miller. Miller said that knowing Patterson personally and/., 
getting his views indirectly on this general subject matter leads j 
Miller to believe that if at any time in the future the Bureau . 
would want to utilize Patterson and his newspaper it could be /lone v 
very securely. 

I thanked Miller if or his interest in this matter and told 
him that this type of thing would be handled out of the Bureau 
headquarters and that if we thought this particular person could be 
utilized he would be advised but to take no action until that time. 
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By RALEIGH BRYANS 

So\oral prominent Allan- 
t;.jis Monday saiU they were 
not ;u\\ae. in 1 «Am, of any at¬ 
tempt*: by FBI agents to per¬ 
suade thorn they should-not 
attend a dinner to honor the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

Kenner Mayor Ivan Allen 
Jr., Mayor Sam Massed, for¬ 
mer Atlanta l’olicc Chief Iler- 
t‘*rt T. Jenkins and Helen 
Dullard, o n e of the white 
organizers of the dinner for 
Dr. Kmg, said they recalled 
no such activity on the part of 
the KJ3I. 

They were reacting to state¬ 
ments by Arthur Murtagh, 
now a lawyer in Constable, 
K.Y., but for 11 years (until 
1P7J) an agent in the FBI 
Vpadquarters in Atlanta, in an 
interview with the New York 
Times. 

Murtagh told the imes 
among other things that the 
FBI had used information it 
obtained through electronic 
surveillance in an effort to 
discredit the civil rights lead¬ 
er among his white backers. 

To The Atlanta Journal 
Monday, Murtagh reiterated 
something else he had said— 
that there had been a well- 
orcheMrated effort, by the 
FBI to discourage attendance 
of while leaders at the din¬ 
ner in lMJ which was organ¬ 
ized to aeknowledge King's re¬ 
ceipt of the Nobel Ponca 
Prize a few months earlier 
(in October IMl). 

If key Atlantans like those, 
already named do not recall 
h:ch activity by KP»1 agents, 
t may be because they don 1 
Mmt to, Murtagh stout h 7 
^Mtntained Monday. 

"I think some of these peo¬ 


ple might f/ot-wanC to give 
the information even if they, 
knew,** he said. 

Murtagh did say the gist of I 
what V 131 agents were at¬ 
tempting to do was to con¬ 
vince people, including a cou¬ 
ple of Atlanta clergymen and 
the late Ralph McGill, pub¬ 
lisher of The Atlanta Constitu- 
lion, that King, though 
married and projecting the 
image of a moral loader, was 
having affairs on the side with 
various women. 

"What Eugene Patterson 
(former editor of Vno Consti¬ 
tution) says tin the New York 
Times article published Mon¬ 
day) is what it’s all about,j f 
said Murtagh. 

Patterson, n o w president 
and publisher of the St. Pi- 
torsburg (Fla.) Times, said ah 
FBI agent had called on him 
almost a year before the din¬ 
ner in King's honor and told 
him lung was known to be 
running around with women. 

Former Mayor Allen, who 
attended the dinner given for 
King, said flatly that he could 
recall no such activity on the 
-part of the FBI. Allen said lie 
even checked back into his 
papers to refresh his memory. 

Miss Bullard did recall that 
there had been some white 
business leaders who resisted 
the idea of the city’s honoring 
Dr. King. But she said this ini¬ 
tial resistance by a nominal 
number of persons largely 
vanished by the time the din¬ 
ner came off, 

“I think nearly everybody 
was there,” recalled Miss Bul¬ 
lard. “The real creme do a 
creme was there that nignt 
and they walked in just as 
proudly as you pleas?/, 


Murtagh said from Ills 
homo Monday that Ste-recor- 
lections about incidents in 
Atlanta will be included in a 
book lie now is writing and 
would not have been brought 
out now except for the Water¬ 
gate affair. 

“My emphasis on tins is in 
gelling reform in the bureau 
(the FBI) and the only reason 
1 got into it is because of^ the 
Watergate affair. I believe 
now that some of what I will 
be saying in my book will be 
believable jn light of that 
(Watergate).” 

Murtagh did gain credibility 
among some persons here in 
respect to the central state¬ 
ment that Dr. King was under * 
surveillance by the FBI dur¬ 
ing the early and mid-TOs. 

“He believed his telephone', 
was bugged and I thought 
mine probably was too,” said 
Maj. Howard Baugh of the 
Atlanta; Police Department. 
Baugh, who i s black, knew 
King quite well. 

Former Police Chief Jen¬ 
kins said: “A lot of things that 
are a surprise to other people 
( revelations in the Watergate 
affair) aren’t any surprise to 
me.” 

The Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, King’s close as¬ 
sociate during (he ’GOsand his 
successor as head of the > 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, said Murtagh is 
“telling tlie truth.” . ■/. 
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Several former Atlanta officials 
Monday denied having been contacted in 
Jiif.fi hy I'M! agents trying to talk them, 
{ini of attending a banquet honoring Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.. 

Denials of FBI interference were is¬ 
sued hy Mayor Sam Massed (then vice 
mayor), former Mayor Ivan Allen Jr. 
and former U.S. Congressman Charles 
\\\ liner. 

Former Police Chief Herbert T. Jen¬ 
kins declined comment and said. “I’d 
have lo go hack and refresh my memo¬ 
ry.*’ 

The officials were responding to a 
story in # !h<» Constitution Monday quoting 
Arthur Murtagh, an upstate New York 
lawyer and II year veteran of the Atlan¬ 
ta Kill off me, who said agents tried to 
dissuade, local community leaders irom 
attending a dinner in honor of King’s 
winning the Nobel Peace, Prize. 

Murtagh said the agents warned 
that they-had information about King, 
derived from wiretaps, that could prove 
an embarrassment to persons attending 
the testimonial. 

As i! turned out. the dinner was con¬ 
sidered a success as some 1.500 persons 
including the major Atlanta political fig¬ 
ures of the day, turned out on the 
evening of Jan. 27, 1UC5, at the Dinkier 
Plaza. 

Former Mayor Allen said he receiv¬ 
ed “no contact to my knowledge or 
memory and I did not hear any gossip 
from any muutcs.” 

Allen explained that there wore 
some difficulties gettmg the banquet 
organized. “It was the first fully info- 
grated dinner in any downtown Atlanta 
hold. Then* wen* problems getting the 
chnm-r together, but not the kind this 
man (.Murtaghi reported,” tlm former 
mn\nr said 

iTIio diener was held more than 
throe months after King was announced 
a*. t)i« P.M,; renph-nl of the coveted peace 
pn/e ) 


Wcllner, currently a candidate for 
mayor, said he was a sponsor of the din¬ 
ner but had not attended because he was 
in Washington at the time. 

. However, he said, “no one in any 
official capacity ever suggested that I do 
jT not do anything in regard to Dr, 
King.” 

The Rev. Edward A. Driscoll, then 
executive director of the Georgia Council 
of Churches and an organizer of the din¬ 
ner, said there were “no overt acts to¬ 
ward me or specific actions, none of 
that.” 

The only problem with the dinner, 
Itcv. Driscoll recalled, was that “at the 
early stages no great momentum eoul<T 
be generated. Then a small group got. to. 
get her and decided ... that this was 
something wo. couldn’t pass up. It was ant 
honor to the city,” 

Despite Alien’s recollection that “a 
great number of threats’*, were reported 
lo the Atlanta police before the dinner, 
only one notable incident took place. 

As Dr. King and his family arrived 
at the downtown hotel, restaurant owner 
Charles Lcbcdin stood on the sidewalk 
and shouted, “Peace ... peace ... peace 
with violence! Peace A lot of baloney!” 

Deb’s restaurant had been the target 
of mass sit-in demonstrations spearhead¬ 
ed by the Student Non-Violent Coordinat¬ 
ing Committee. 

However, liCbcdin said Monday that 
“no one called mo,” when asked if he 
had been contacted by the FBI. 

The only former official who did not 
formally deny contacts from the FBI* 
was former Police Chief Jenkins. Asked 
if ho could remember any calls, Jenkins 
said, “I’d rather not be quoted on that.’H 

•= Georgia Sen. Herman Talmud*'*?, 
who did not have any connection with ti e 
dinner, but who was quoted as being 
shocked Hint Hu; ponce prize would be 
given to “persons who advocate Inw- 
orcaking.” flatly denied Monday that 
anyone had contacted him. 
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Kev. King’s banquet 
Masted by Atlantan 

'(ATLANTA - In a recent 
letter to The Times a NeW 
Yorker asked a fair question 
about the King testimonial 
affair but it is unlikely that he 
will get a satisfactory answer 
from those who promoted or 
attended the soiree. 

A lot of us also wonder why 
all the whoop-de-do for a man 
who denounced rescue of white 
missionaries from an army of 
murderous cannibals; who 
taught at a school considered 
to be un-American and per¬ 
haps subversive; who collabo¬ 
rates with a man whose moral 
and political background is 
suspect:, who is a disciple of 
Gandhi but nevertheless pre¬ 
fers the lush to the simple life: 
who chickened out on solemn 
vows to stay in jail until he 
got his way; who went along 

! dth the “lie” about use i)f 
overnment transportation uii- 
1 the evidence became over¬ 
whelming, then tried to laugii 
it off; who nudges children 
into the front lines of contro¬ 
versies and demonstrations; 
who is opposed to the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities; who admits that he 
is immune to criticism and ap¬ 
pears not to care whether Ne¬ 
groes, whites, integrationists, 
segregationists, labor or any¬ 
one else gets hurt by his acti¬ 
vities such as the boycotts he 
promotes; who teaches his fol¬ 
lowers to complain but seldom, 
if ever, urges them to develop 
talents and skills or do con¬ 
structive rather than negative ‘ 
thinking; who indicated in¬ 
terest in holding conversations 
with the dictator Ben Bella, 

’ and who made irresponsible 
statements abroad about his 
homeland. 

This list could go on and %n 
but! the questions are likely to 
remain unanswered by Rev. 
King’s torch-bearers. i) 
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ATLANTA—DU. _fifcHII2LaJITHS:p KING JR, WAS PAID A STIRRING PUBLIC 
J TRIBUTE IN HrS"HCMETOWN TCNIGKTHE' CALLED CN “MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
OF GOODWILL” IN' THE WHITE SOUTH TO RAISE THEIR SILENT VOICES CN 
THE RACE ISSUE. 


NAME CF 


IN THE INTEREST OF HUNAN DIGNITY AND FOR 


THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY THESE MILLIONS ARE CALLED UPON TO GIRD THEIR 
COURAGE s TO SPEAK OUT, TO OFFER LEADERSHIP THAT IS NEEDED,” KING 
SAID, 

THE NEGRO INTEGRATION LEADER SPOKE BEFORE MORE THAN 1,500 OF HIS 
FELLOW TOWNSMEN--WHITE AND NEGRO--GATHERED IN A PLUSH DOWNTOWN HOTEL 
BALLROOM TO PAY TRIBUTE TO HIM AS WINNER OF THE 1964 NOBEL PEACE 
PR IZ'"' 

THE HUGE BANQUET FOR KING WAS UNIQUE IN ATLANTA FOR A NEGRO, THE 
NEAREST APPROACH TOCK PLACE 68 YEARS AGO IN A CITY PARK WHEN BOOKER 
T, WASHINGTON DELIVERED HIS FAMOUS "CAST DOWN YOUR BUCKETS WK~RE 
YOU ARE” ADDRESS AT THE COTTON STATES EXPOSITION IN i£S>5. IN THAT 
SFEECH WASHINGTON URGED NEGROES TO THROW ASIDE THE ROUTINE AND TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO THEM, 

KING PLEDGED TO CONTINUE HIS FIGHT TO END EVERY FACET OF RACIAL 
SEGREGATION AND PLEDGED IT WOULD BE DONE NON-VIOLENTLY, AND T rF 
ADDED “WE STILL HAVE A LONG, LONG WAY TO GO BEFORE RACIAL JUSTICE IS 
A REALITY FCR THE NEGRO,” 

HE SAID THE NEGROES * AIM "MUST NEVER BE TO DEFEAT OR HUMILIATE 


THE WHITE MAN, BUT TO WIN HIS FRIENDSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING, WE 
MUST NOT SEEK TO SUBSTITUTE ONE TYRANNY FOR ANOTHER. A DOCTRINE 
* OF FLACK SUPREMACY IS AS DANGEROUS AS A DOCTRINE OF WHITE SUPREMACY,” 
HE SAID, ’ 
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ABB KING, ATLANTA (uPI-?51) 

l CNF BRIEF BUT NOISY RACIAL INCIDENT BY TWO WHITE MEN'OCCURRED 

AS KING. HI? WIFE AND CHILDRFN, ARRIVED AT THE HOTEL * 

WINDING UP THE UNUSUAL EVENING TRIBUE 9 THE ENTIRE AUDIENCE OF 
WHITES AND NEGROES SAANS THE INTEGRATION CAMPAIGN SONG, 

'TOE SHALL OVERCOME," JACOB ROTHCPILD, AN ATLANTA RABBI WHOSE 
SYNAGOGUE WAS BOMBED SEVERAL YEARS AGO SAID: "NEVER I THINK HAS IT 
BEEN SUNG UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, IN SUCH A PLACE AND BY SUCH A ' 
GATHERING AS WE HAVE HERE TONIGHT*” 

ATLANTA’S TOP PROFESSIONAL AND BUSINESS EXECUTIVES AS WELL AS 
LEADERS FROM THE PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND JEWISH RELIGIONS ATTENDED 
HF BANQUET. AND JOINED TOGETHER IN SINGING THE SONG. MANY OF THEM 
HAD FORKED TO OVERCOME STRONG FEELINGS AMONG SOME OF THE CITY'S 
TCP PLANNERS WHO HAD FROWNED CN THE BANQUET BECAUSE OF KING'S 
CONTROVERSIAL ACITIVITIES, INCLUDING LEADING NEGRO WORKERS IN A RECENT 
STRIKE AGAINST A MAJOR LOCAL INDUSTRY. THE SCRIPTO COMPANY. 

KING SAID ONE OF THE BIGGEST PATTLES ENCOUNTERED IN HIS STRUGGLE 
AGAINST TRADITIONAL SOUTHERN RACIAL BARRIERS "WAS NOT THE 
t VITRIOLIC WORDS AND THE VIOLENT ACTIONS OF THE BAD PEOPLE 

BUT THE APPALLING SILENCE AND INDIFFERENCE OF THE GOOD PEOPLE * w i 

I- 
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‘ "'ADD KING ATLANTA 
ALTHOUGH THE BANQUET GOT OFi 
CITY FOB LACK OF CIVIC BACKING, 


TO A CONTROVERSIAL START IN THE 
SPONSORS IN THE END WERE SWAMPED 


THEY FINALLY TURNED AY AY MORE 
LED THE LIST OF SPONSORS FOR 


CHILDREN—WHO 
BY HIS SIDE. 


SELDOM SEE HIM 
HIS FATHER, THE 


WITH TICKET REOUESTS AT SS.50 APIECE, THEY FINALLY TURNED AY AY MORE 
THAN 500 APPLICANTS, MAYOR IVAN ALLEN LED THE LIST OF SPONSORS FOR 
THE EVENT, 

DURING THE BANQUET, KING'S WIFE AND CHILDREN—WHO SELDOM SEE HIM 
BECAUSE OF HIS CONSTANT TRAVELING--SAT BY HIS SIDE, HIS FATHER, THE 
REV, MARTIN LUTHER KING SR,, WAS ALSO THERE, THE YOUNGER KING IS 
ASSISTANT PASTOR CF HIS FATHER'S ATLANTA CHURCH. 

KING AND HIS FAMILY ARRIVED AT THE HOTEL, A. WHITE MAN, CHARLES 
LEREDIN BEGAN YELLING "PEACE, PEACE, WHAT A LOT OF BALONEY, w LEBEDIN 
I c OVN^R OF W LEB'R" A POPULAR DOWNTOWN RESTAURANT ABOUT ONE BLOCK FROM 
THE HOTEL, THE RESTAURANT WAS A LONGTIME TARGET OF MILITANT 
INTEGRATIONISTS A YEAR AGO, LEBEDIN WAS JOINED BY ONE OF HIS 
VHITF MANAGERS WHO CALLED OUTS ”1 OUGHT TO GIVE HIM (KING) 

A PIECE CF MY FIST,* 

WHEN POLICE CHIEF HERBERT JENKINS, WHO WAS IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES, f 
APPROACHED THE MANAGER HE LEFT THE LOBBY SAYING? "WHAT A HULLABALLOO • 
OVER THAT NIGGER, GO AHEAD AND ARREST ME. I DON'T CARE." 
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hi "Doing Honor to Dr/~l&hg P Atlanta 


| In doing honor to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
recipient of the 1984 Nobel Prize for Peace, 
Atlanta also did honor to itself. 

Per this act represented the graciousne&s 
and good sense for which Atlanta is dis¬ 
tinguishing itself. 

'I The holding of the dinner, with its impres- 
s ve crnss-seciion of the city’s white and 
Ivegro communities, in itself spoke profound¬ 
ly of the progress that has bden made in 
racial justice. Ten years ago, such a gather¬ 
ing would have been impossible—not because 
Atlanta lacked men of goodwill, but because 
custom and law would have barred the way. 

Progress in the past decade has come in 
many modes—by court order, by direct action 
demonstrations, by act of Congress and, most 
important, by individuals' examination of 
tMiir own consciences. 

In the public mind, Dr. King is most com¬ 
monly identified with protest actions, includ¬ 
ing their excesses, and because of this he is a 
controversial figure. 

^JMitAyas more for his reiigious-eonviction 


that the Nobel committee honored Dr. KinJ[,' 
and it was that conviction in particular that 
Atlantans saluted Wednesday night. It is a 
philosophy that the world could well t>rav 
will prevail in the resolving of so many con¬ 
flicting interests: one that resists evil without 
violence and seeks to expunge hatred with 
love. 

Roman Catholic Archbishop Paul J. Halljr 
nan aptly epitomized it with the observation 
that “it is as explosive as it is majestic, jt 
is from the 118th Psalm . . . *1 will walk in 
liberty, 0 Lord, because I seek Thy pre¬ 
cepts.’ ” 

It was especially appropriate that religious 
leaders—Protestant, Jewish and Catholic, 
white and black—played so prominent a role 
in the dinner here. 

Through radio network and the Voice 
America, the nation and the world listened as 
Atlanta’s clergymen; political, professional 
business and civic leaders, and interested citi¬ 
zens gathered to honor this Nobel Prize win¬ 
ner. For those in attendance, it was a stirring 
evening. For Atlanta, it brought the respect 
of the world. 


r. C ■ * «-i 
* - C - . ... 


LL\ V 
? Ilr. T' 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


- 

r . 





- m 

3 Vil* 

Page 4 ' i r i 

'file Atlanta 
Constitution, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Date: 1/29/65 

Edition: Morning 

. Author: 

Editor: EUGENE PATTERSON 
Title: MARTIN LUTIISR 

^ K~lNG7~~JR'« 

Character: IS - c 


Classification: 


Submitting Office: Atlanta 
{ \ Being Investigated 


/••- - r_T ,i 

MOT RFCORDFD 

46 FEB 8 1965 




Jj 

M r o 











(Ho. 


V/. UM-64) 


DR. KING AT FETE 


integration Leader Honored 
for Winning Nobel Pr/ze 


By FRED POWLEIX\E 

Special to The New York Times 

ATLANTA, Jan. 27 — '^he 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. re¬ 
ceived praise tonight from the| 
leaders of a city that once ar* 
rested him in a sit-in demon¬ 
stration. 

The Atlantans, many of them 
white, gathered at a testi¬ 
monial dinner to give a spe- 
>, dally commissioned Steuben 
\ glass bowl to the 36-year-old 
Negro integrationist in recog- 
; nition of his winning the Nobel 
, Peace Prize last year. 

I The bowl contained a repre¬ 
sentation of a dogwood flower 
and the inscription: 

"‘To Dr. Martin Luther King 
dr s Oitizen of Atlanta, Recipi¬ 
ent of the 10C1 Neb cl Peace 
Prize, with respect and admira¬ 
tion, January 27, 1965.” 

Atlanta has long been known 
as the “Dogwood City.” 

Tonight's presentation, and, 
the planning of it, were sym-i 
bolic of Atlanta’s attitude fon 
race relations. 

Hesitation at First 

At first, members of ^the 
city’s white power structure 
were hesitant about endorsing 
a testimonial dinner for -a Ne^ro 
leader who has been responsible 
for so much desegregation in 
the South. There were moments 
after the planning started six 
or eight weeks ago when it ap¬ 
peared that the dinner could not 
be held because of internal con¬ 
flicts. 

_ Some members of the finan¬ 
cial leadership—men who have 
made many of the city’s previ- 
o is decisions on whether and 
h >w to desegregate—met and 
d x*:ded not to become sponsors 
<»f the affair. While they were 
deliberating, however, many 
others welcomed the opportu- 
to sign on as sponsors and 
lb* dinner became a sell-out. 

Atlanta integrationists 


' ... l auum; 

' *cre chuckling today over 
Vj< --‘documented report that 
VT* 1 ! of the companies dud 
wvluals who had declined 
-*orrhjp had later asked f?r] 

*' of tickets for the $6,50-; 

* ate dinner. There were not 
tickets left, however, 1 
some had to go without.^ 

^6 FEB 3 19gg\#f 
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One concern. Rich’s^ Depart- " 
Tne/rfr*Ott>re, was reported Eo 1 
have asked for 20 tickets, but 
got only four. It was on -the 
ft sixth floor of Rich’s, in an eat- 
{ing place called the Magnolia 
ijRoom, that Dr. King was ar- 
jrested on Oct. IS, 1060, when 
Jhe sought service with a group 
of Negro students from Atlan¬ 
ta University. 

The slight, soft-spoken Bap¬ 
tist minister said at the time 
that his family had spent $4,500 
at Rich's during the previous 
year and that he felt he should 
be as welcome in the Magnoli|t 
Room as in the clothing depart¬ 
ment. L 

An Issue Long Debated t 

The issue that Dr. King and 
* the students raised in 1960 be¬ 
came an -issue that the city 
debated for many months. In 
each instance, the city's politi-i 
cal and financial leaders agreed{ 
that the reputation of the grow- * 
ing city, the largest in the! 
Southeast, would be gravely 
damaged by racial trouble. 

The result was widespread 
desegregation of most city fa¬ 
cilities, from schools to swim- 
^ ming pools. Tastefully dressed 
" Negro women, tired from shop¬ 
ping at Rich’s nrmr 'Jnp ^ ^t 
the Magnolia Room for a lunch-1 
eon salad and few whites raised 
their eyebrows. 

The situation is the same inj 1 
almost all of the city’s others 
respectable eating places. R 
Of the 102 sponsors for the' 
banquet, about 75 were white. 
They included the presidents of 
Emory and Oglethorpe Univer¬ 
sities and Agnes Scott and 
Morehouse Colleges; leadingi 
lawyers, real-estate men, fi¬ 
nancial executives, and archi¬ 
tects; city political leaders, di¬ 
rectors of Atlanta-based human- 
relations groups, newspaper 
people, and ministers. • 

Also among the sponsors 
were the state’s two Negro Sena¬ 
tors, Leroy Johnson and Horace 
T. Ward. Senator Johnson was] 
the first member of his race to 
be elected to the Georgia Legis¬ 
lature since Reconstruction. - 
The dinner was held in the 
Dinkier Plaza Hotel, which oncq] 
had a policy of rigid diserimij 
nation against Negroes. The; 
hotel desegregated last summer]] 
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By TED SIMMONS 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was paid tribute Wednesday nigh*? 
by a standing-room-only crowd of more than 1,500 representing 
|is hometown’s business, civic, political and religious leaders. 

1 Mayor Ivan Allen Jr. led the . 

\ raise for the 1984 Nobel Peace I s "/ llIin g to turn the other cheek 
prize winner when he told the “» quest for full citizenship 
audience of whites and Negroes: or A ,. r t u„ «._l' 


Trite snivel: .«» Americans ” I 

“Through the years, as his- ^ almir’aUheDhikle? Plaza! 
ry is wrought, some men are Vi r , a!ta f foaTSiutml 


tory is wrought, some men are " Ul “ “““ r^Tt uTT ytf! 
destined to be leaders of human- V^ 1 . Jacob Rothschild of Thu: 
ity and to shape the future Temple presented Dr. King with 
courses of the world. Dr. Martin a Steuben bowl inscribed with 
fluther King Jr. is such a man. * dogwood blossom, symbol of 
] *‘I take great pride in honor- At i? n .* . , {<r , , 

L this d&ffllAttata who “SS'ft "2£* 
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The inscription read: “Doctor 
Martin Luther King Jr., citizen 
of Atlanta, recipient of the 196?\ 

Nobel Peace Prize. With Respec; 

Jind Admiration.” u 

SYMBOL OF ESTEEM ? ! 

; In presenting the gift, Rabbi 
Rothschild called it a “symbol 
of the esteem in which so many > 

of your fellow Atlantans hold Jff' 

8 The banquet, sponsored by 13£ 
df the city’s leading citizens, r\\J 
yent off with only one minoj* 
incident When Dr. King and hif> 
family appeared at the hotel, ’ 

. restaurant owner Charlie Leb 
stood on the sidewalk and 
shouted, “Peace . . . Peace . . . 

-Peace with violence! Peace! A t 
Jot of baloney!” 1 

* Leb’s restaurant was the 
garget of mass sit-in demon¬ 
strations spearheaded by the 
:Student Non-Violent Coordinat¬ 
ing Committee prior to passage ( 

of the Ci\al RigffiTtfct. * N 

f / f d '/' d ^ '/d /}- 
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IGNORES 

| Dr. King, who appeared t| 
ignore the incident on the side - 
vlalk, later told the crowd in hi/s 
address that there are in th$ 
‘‘white South millions of peo¬ 
ple of good will, whose voices 
are yet unheard, whose course 
'is yet unclear, and whose 
courageous acts are yet un¬ 
seen.” 

He called on those people “in 
the name of God, in the interest 
of human dignity and for the 
' cause of Democracy . / . tffi 
[sneak out, to offer the leader* 
snip that is needed.” 

OTHER TRIBUTES J 

i“I£ the people of good will of 
trie white South fail to act now, 
history will have to record that 
the greatest tragedy of this 
period of social transition was 
not the vitriolic words and the 
violent actions of the bad peo¬ 
ple, but the appalling silence 
and indifference of the goojl 
people,” he said. “Our genera¬ 
tion will have to repent nqt 
rally for the words and acts of 
the children of darkness, but 
a-jso for the fears and apathy of 
tne children of light.” 

^Joining Mayor Allen and 
Rabbi Rothschild in tributes to 
. King were the Rev. Paul J. Hal- 
! linan, Roman Catholic arch- 
j bishop of Atlanta, state Sen. 

I Leroy Johnson, the Rev. Ed- 
s ward A. Driscoll, executive di- 
, rector of the Georgia Council 
j qf .Churches, Bishop Ernest 1, 

; hjickman, and Dr. Benjamin ill. 
Mays, president of Morehouse 

_ _* t 
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Pays Tribute ; 
To Dr. King‘d 

ATLANTA, Jan. 27 (UPI) 

• The Bev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was paid a stirring 
public tribute in. his home 
town tonight. He called on 
“millions of people of good- 

' will” in the white South to 
,raise their silent voices on the 
race issue.* 

“In the name of God, in the > 
interest of human dignity and H 
•for the cause of democracy \\ 
these millions are called upon £ 
to gird their courage, to 
speak out, to offer leadership 
that is needed,” Dr. King 
said. 

The Negro integration lead¬ 
er spoke before more than 1500 
of his fellow townsmen—white 
and Negro — gathered in a . 

. downtown hotel ballroom to 
pay tribute to him as winner 
Of me latte Nobei reace rrize. 
The audience included a large ^ 
number of the city’s religious, \ 
biu s i n e s s and professional * 
leaders. 

Dr. King, said the greatest & 
period of social transition 
“was not the vitriolic words 
and the violent actions of the 
bad people but the appalling 
. silence and indifference of the 

* (good people.” 

tr>T He said the mighty challenge 
T?of today in the South is “to 
v; rise from the sins of a dark 
yesterday to the positive 
achievements of a bright 
tomorrow.” 

Dr. King concluded his pre¬ 
pared address with the wox*ds • 
of a Negro slave preacher: 

“Lord, we ain’t what we 
ought to be; 

“We ain't what we want 
to be; _ >' 

“We ain't what we gonna be; 

“But thank God, we ain't 
what we was.” 

Dr. King's wife and children 
were by his side. His father . 
stood in the receiving line 
with former Mayor William 
B. Hartsfield. 

The banquet got off to a . 
shaky start for lack of civic 
backing, but sponsors eventu¬ 
ally were swamped with ticket 
requests at $6.50 each and fi¬ 
nally turned away more than 
500 applicants. Mayor Ivan 
Allen led the list of sponsors. 1 
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By PAUL VALENTINE |l 

More than 1,500 person 
jammed the Dinkier Plaza Hci-} 
t( 1 Wednesday night to pay trib 5 - { 
u e to the first Georgia-born! 
Ipbel Peace Prize winner, Dr. < 
iViarim Luther King Jr. 


It marked the only large-scale 
formal recognition of the Negro 
civil rights leader in the state 
since he was announced winner 
of the Peace Prize last October. 

“Tonight, Atlanta affinrfs 
what the world has already af¬ 
firmed,” was the way RoiruSn 
Catholic Archbishop of Atlanta 
Rev. Paul J. Hallinan put it. 

if The archbishop and several 
oilier'civic and religious lead- 
t ers of the city praised Dr. King 
f in a round of speeches before 
’ the standing-room-only crowd. 

‘ A number of police officer^ 
.were also on hand for anticiV 

* paled picketing of the King triti- 

* U[e. But no organized anti-King 
ehort materialized. 

I '[CHARLES LEBEDIN, owner 
of Leb’s Restaurant, appeared 
"briefly in front of the hotel, 

* however, with three or four as¬ 
sociates waiting for Dr. King’s 
arrival. 

, Asked why he had not formed 
V'n anticipated picket line, Mrt 
^ebedin said, “I couldn’t get* 
pyone with the guts to come 
?>ut i) 
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& Moments later, w hen Dr. Kln]> 
and Ills wifeamveff, Mr. Lem*- 
cin shouted: 

• l “Peace, peace—and violence. 

! A lot of baloney. Peace.” J 
. Leb’s Restaurant was the fo- : , 
teal point of desegregation at¬ 
tempts last winter in a series 
of massive demonstrations 
sponsored by the Student Nonvi- 

Alonf* PoArH in p finer P^mmif-f-pA. 

(SNCC)'.”' j 

1 Mayor Ivan Allen was among 
ti e city leaders praising 
] yng. 

“Some men are destined to 
be leaders in the world,” said 
the mayor. .. The philosophy 
of the nonviolent movement is 
being proved. . . . This method 
of social revolution has been ac-, 
claimed by the Nobel Peaces 
Prize.” V 

\\ In his speech of response,'Dr Ji 
King said: v\ 

■ I* “The issue is no longer wheth¬ 
er* segregation and discrimina¬ 
tion will be eliminated but how 
they will pass from the Amer¬ 
ican scene. 


“The deep rumbling of dis¬ 
content that we hear today is 
tije thunder of disinherited 
masses, rising from dungeons at 
oppression to the bright hills df 
ijjeedom.” ^ —« 
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. DR. KL\G.^5353©^)rogress 
oivil liberties through school dcj- 
aggregation successes and thjh 
more recent passage of the Cm \ 
iPRights Act. . v i 

“I am happy to^report tliat: 
communities all over the South ' 
are obeying the civil rights law 
and showing remarkable good 
sense in the process.” 

, But, he added, “let me not 
leave you with a false imprest 
sion. The problem is far from, 
^plved. We still have a long, 
lUng way to go in America be¬ 
fore racial justice is a reality 
for the Negro.” 

He saiu southern churches and ^ 
their leaders still practice seg¬ 
regation. 

“It is appalling,” he sai<£ 
“that the most segregated hoqr 
oj Christian America is h 
ofclock on Sunday morning, tile 
same hour when many are 
standing to sing Tn Christ There 
is No East or West/ ” 

THE KING TRIBUTE and 
dinner at the hotel were spon¬ 
sored by 134 prominent Atlanta 
business and civic leaders, iii- 
jfluding 4th and 5th District Con¬ 
gressmen James Mackay aij.d 
: JCharles Weltner. ® 

i ' Other leaders praising Dr. 
King at the dinner .Wednesday ■ 
were Rabbi Jacob Rothschild 
'of,the Temple, Morehouse Col¬ 
lege President Benjamin Mays, 

; state Sen. Leroy Johnson, AME 

! ' lishop Ernest Hickman, an# 
lev. Edward Driscoll, execut¬ 
ive director of the Georgia 
Council of GhureheS'. b ’ 
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By BEN CHESTER 
Times Staff Writer 

Singing “We Shall Overcome,” 
more than 1,400 Atlantans paid- 
unprecedented tribute Wednes¬ 
day night to one of the world’s 
most influential Negroes, Dr, 
^lartin Luther King Jr. 

The crowd, made up of what 
appeared to be -more whites 
than Negroes, jammed, tie 
hinkler Plaza Hotel ballroom 
10 attend the event, described 
as Atlanta’s largest racially 
mixed meeting in history. 

No incidents marred the three- 
hour program given in recogni¬ 
tion of King as recipient of the 
1964 Nobel Pe&ce Prize. 

Jv ★ 

1 The Atlanta integrationist 
leader, cited by Mayor Ivan 4|1- 
ten Jr. as a citizen “who is 
willing to turn the other chetjk 
in his quest for full citizenship 
for all Americans,” highlighted' 
the banquet with a 45-minute 
talk, pledging greater efforts to 
obtain “racial justice.” 

King said the banquet and 
his Nobel Prize award in Oslo, 
ftforway, were “mountaintop 
foments” which tempted him 
to retreat to a more “quiet and 
sfrene”life. - 

4 “But something within riV 
minds me that the valley caljs 
Jne in spite of all its agonieL 
dangers and frustrating mo¬ 
ments,” he said. “I must return 
to the valley.” i 

(t King said the valley was' 
‘filled with misguided blood¬ 
thirsty mobs” and “at the same 
tune with little Negro boys and 
girls who grow up with ominous : 
tlouds of inferiority forming in* 
.heir little mentaljs£les.” </ 
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j Rabbi Pa c 6 b Rothschildfl 
member of a citizens’ commifelj 
Ue sponsoring the banquet, prel 
sented King and his wife, Coret4 
ta, with a Steuben bowl in rec-j* 
cgnition of his cove ter NcboW 
Prize. 

The costly gift was inscribed! 
with respect and admiration.”, 
A dogwood blossom was etched 
below the lettering. » 

' King, a Baptist minister and* 
tong-recognized leader of Negftj 
integration efforts throughout f 
the country, is the first Georgian; 

third Negro ever to receive 
uie Nobel Peace Prize. “ I 

, The program for Dr. King' 
drew dozens of local and na-| 
tional news media representa-l 
fives and was broadcast live by 
ABC over 240 radio stations. 

It was also taped for rebroad¬ 
cast over Voice of America 
stations overseas. 

One veteran news photograph¬ 
er said, “I haven’t seen so man/ 
f.a$h bulbs popping and TV and! 
jjewsreel cameras grinding 
&way in many ay ear £1 
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The ForsyfrTStTegt sidewalk in: 
front of the Dinkier was packiid 
\Vith sightseers, policemen and 
cameramen as Dr. King’s car 
arrived. ■ ■ t J 

Except for newsmen and 
cameramen jostling one another, 
the only commotion occurred 
when Charlie Leb, an Atlanta 
restaurateur, kept waving an 
“invitation” to the dinner he! 
claimed he had not asked for. 
He kept saying “Peace . . 
Peace . . . Peace with violence! j 
Peace! A lot of baloney!” i 

Leb, whose restaurant was the 
target for demonstrations by Ne- 
gh> and white integrationists 
liisfc year, finally was accosteli 
by a couple of city police oL 
fleers, who took his arms an^l 
led him to one side of thA 
throng. 

Rabbi Rothchild, who present¬ 
ed the welcome for King at the 
head table, obviously expected 
more protests by outsiders. In 
applauding those in attendance, 
the rabbi said, “You are At¬ 
lantans; you and not the noisy 
rabble who gather now outside 
these doors.” ; 

j-Several plainclothes “security 
officers” stood quietly at stri- 
tfigic points around the banquet 
hall. 


King, whose integrationist or¬ 
ganization is called the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence, told the audience the ban¬ 
quet was “quite a contrast” to 
his everyday life. 

“A day seldom passes th?,t 
my family and I are not the 
recipients of threats of death;” 
said. 1 

A series tributes was paid ' 


(King by Bead table guestn 
Mayor Allen; Bishop Ernest L. 
pickman of the AME Church 
irtev. Edward A. Driscoll, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Georgia * 
Council of Churches; Archbishop 1 
Paul J. Hallinan of the Roman. 
Catholic Church, and Negro Sen. 
Leroy Johnson of Fulton County. 

Tributes included praise that 
King had proven the philosophy 
of “non-violent movement,” that 
he has restored the Negro race 
“to its birthright,” that he had 
“put every person in Atlanta*, 
in his debt, that he had devel¬ 
oped non-violence “from a ta*> 
uic to the highest form of Chris- 

i n- . t ter v; 

wan jlUvo aim mat n. any mail 

knows the meaning of suffering, 
he knows.” 

* A special representative of 
President Lyndon Johnson at¬ 
tended the banquet. He was 
identified as Hobart Taylor Jr., 
associate general counsel to the 
President. 

ic 

Other head table guests in¬ 
cluded Atlanta Constitution po¬ 
lisher Ralph McGill, Vice May- 
ipr and Mrs. Sam Massell Ji'., ; 
Mrs. Rothschild, Mrs. Jordan ' 
Mrs. King, Mrs. Driscoll and 
Dr. Benjamin Mays, president 
of Morehouse College where 1 
King was once a student. I 

Dr. Mays, who introduced 
King, said the Negro leader was 
a grandson of slaves and had 
gone a long way from Booker 
Washington High School in At¬ 
lanta to Oslo, Norway. 

([ He said that King, in spite (if 
leaving been jailed 29 timds 
tyhile leading integration ajr 
tempts in the South, has “njo 
bitterness mlusTieart.” 
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| .Among notebfe>-a4tending bjit 
Incit seated at the head tatile 
‘wjre former DeKalb Commfs- 
jSi m Chairman C. 0. Emmericlh, 
jwlio now heads the Johnson 
| anti-poverty program in the At¬ 
lanta area, and former Mayor 
William B. Hartsfield Jr. 

“We Shall Overcome/’ the in- 
tegrationist theme song made 
popular by King, followed pre¬ 
sentation of the Steuben bowl. 
The Morehouse College Glee', 
Club led the singing. 

Dr. King, interrupted frequent¬ 
ly by applause, delivered hfij 
ffi-page speech in a slow, de* 
liberate style, pointing to Negro 
g’ains and opportunities as we]l 
ab future problems the race can 
expect to-face. 


it 

The “marvelous hometown 
welcome and honor” given him, 
King said, “will remain dear to 
me as long as the cords of 
memory shall lengthen. It will: 
give me renewed vigor and 
courage to carry on.” * $ 
‘(The Nobel Prize winner said 
hjp award was not a tribute 1o 
,him personally. “It was rather, 
attribute to all of the persons of 
good will in our nation, white 
and Negro, who have worked so 
courageously for a reign of jus¬ 
tice and a rule of love,” he said. 

5 In discussing the struggle for 
,equal rights, King said anyone 
sensitive to the “present mood!l, 
Morals trends in our nation 
r^ust know that the time far 
facial justice has come. il 


^“The issusJsmifMger wheth¬ 
er segregation and discnmm]- 
tbn will be eliminated but hoy} 
bey will pass from the Araerij; 
can scene.” - 15 

The Negro, King said, is 
moving with a sense of great 
urgency toward the promised 
land of racial justice.” 

Pointing to the “bright inter¬ 
lude” of the 1964 civil rights 
bill, King said he had seen “en¬ 
couraging and surprising signs 
of compliance. 

“I am hP^pv to report,” he 
rsaid, that communities all ovef 
iOxe South are obeying the civij. 
jughts law and showing remarks^ 
Me good sense-in the process.” v\ 
1 King warned bis listeners that 
a “frustrating and bewildering 
^wilderness” is ahead of the Ne¬ 
gro. “We must face prodigious 
hilltops of opposition and gigan¬ 
tic mountains of resistance,” he 
said. .. . .. 

These areas, according to the 
(Southern Christian Leadership 
(Conference head, are projected 
hy Negro “guilt feelings because 
lif the legacy of slavery and 
llegregalion,” and a white lead¬ 
ership in the hands of “closn- 
jainded extfSmlsfsT^ _ 11 
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L ^Yz x^lund chairman, r* : t 
.;/ /.‘/pal for Georgia L.,- c 
$640,000. 

gr-Mfs. “ i r 

^ Q4G4 -nn^51.7„jnpx. cpn 











Police move Leb 


: One sidewalk observer in front of the 
A Dinkier Plaza Hotel when the Rev, 
® Martin Luther King arrived was Char- 
j lie Leb, whose restaurants were a tar- 
J get of integrationists. Shouting 
"Peace! Peace!" Leb waved an invita- 
[ ^tlon fS* the dinner which 11^5013"^ he 


didn't want, saying, "It's pouring salt \ 
in the wounds." One of several At¬ 
lanta police officers on duty on the 
sidewalk took Leb by the arm and 
moved him away. (Times photo by 
Gary Witt) 

.. __ 
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ili VJi X Li X^XXc XV ill U ^ ere was no push to sell iiek~-£h s trict, which includes most of 

_____ „ ets except through the use of Atlanta, and James A. Mackay 

^ mailing lists obtained from sev- of the Fourth District, which in- 
Banquet on Wednesday Will eral cultural and civic organi- eludes part of the city and a 
.. , , zations. Response was immedi- large suburban area* Roth are 

Honor Negro Leader ate . Democrats* 

__ The banquet planners had The list also includes Vice 

I hoped to sell about 1,000 tick- Mayor Sam Hassell Jr., a Demo- 

spedai to The New York Times • e t s . Although the banquet hall crat; two city aldermen, Rod- 

ATLANTA, Jan. 23—A home- ordinarily seats only about 1,200 ney Cook and Richard Free¬ 

town banquet honoring the Ke\Vp eo pi e> plans are being made man, both Republicans, and 
Dr. Martin Luther I<ing Jr.^f or as many as 1,400 places. Mrs. G, Ray Mitchell, a member 
winch -provoked behind - the -! checks for tickets continue to of the Atlanta Board of Edu- 
mes controversy in Atlanta com e in but are being rejected, cation. All are white, 
business circles when it was pro- “We are absolutely delighted No state-level political fig- 
po^ed, has won overwhelming with. the way it has worked ures are among the sponsors, 
public endorsement. > out,” said Don McEvoy, Georgia although the list includes two 
A week after the tickets executive director of the Na- Negro statesenators from At- 
were offered principally through tional Conference of Cliristians lanta, Leroy Johnson and Hor- 
the mail, to about 2,000 people, ^ Jews. ace T, Ward* 

whose names were chosen at Mr. McEvoy, who is coordi- Plans for the dinner were re¬ 
random, more than 1,400 tickets nating arrangements for the vealed when letters went to 
hid been sold and °bout ^no re- dinner, said that 30?. A+ismta pr-ncsnooHvc* so on s or s for the 
quests had been turned down citizens had agreed to serve as Most Rev. Paul J. Hallman, Ro¬ 
ll*-. cause no seats remained. sponsors of the event. About man Catholic Archbishop of At- 
The banquet, honoring Dr. three-fourths of these are lanta; Ralph McGill, publisher 
King as Georgia’s first winner white, he said. He estimated.of The Atlanta Constitution; 
of a Nohel Prize, is scheduled that at least 800 of the 1400 Dr. Benjamin Mays, president 
f’l’ 7:00 P.M., Wednesday, at ticket purchasers are white. of Morehouse College; and Rab- 
the Dinkier Plaza Hotel. Political Leaders Listed bi Jacob M. Rothschild, of The 

Dr. King, who is a native of The sponsors' list includes Temple. 

Atlanta, first attracted nation- many of the city’s most promi- Those arranging the dinner 
al attention when, as a minis- nent people, with a stronger rejected the idea of having a 
ter in Montgomery, Ala., he led representation of political lead- major national figure as the 
a bus boycott there. In 1961 he ers than some observers had ex- guest speaker, since they want- 
returned to Atlanta to assume pectec^, ed' to retain a strong home- 

uiroction of the Southern Christy Mayor Ivan Allen Jr, and town emohasis. cc—:— 

t/m Leadership Conference and 
to become co-pastor of Ebenezar 
Baptist Church. In October he 

named winner of the 1964 M „ vrirrtd rCWfTAlNED 

Nobel Peace Prize. ALL iNFORW^ lON ^Vi^n t - 

After plans for the dinner ljcopIM IS UNCLASSsH*~~* W 

We disclosed, just before HERBN^Ul 

Christmas, it appeared to have DATE (j 

the sponsorship of a number * ' ///*//] 

of religious, educational and , . / *• A /- / A rf ' 

*’’kcr Atlanta leaders. Opinions g&. /O * v 7 1 

vs:j« d, however, among leading MfseaU***** 

1 r ;i >smen who had been ISfOT H? 

“ a '4:’.£S“X the P , m - ' m «6 2 I® 

r group said today, however, ^ 

*although a number of 

t * e had declined the use of - —- ,,r_ ~ 

1 •names as soonsors many 
* 11 purchased the $ 6.50 tickets 
:■ *. attend.^ He said .<that top 
< \ccuuvcs of almost every lead- 
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The V/ashington Post and _ 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star_ 

New York Herald Tribune _ 

New York Journal-American . 

New York Daily News _ 

New York Post __ 7 _ 

The New York Times ^ 

The Baltimore Sun _ 

The Worker . . 

The New Leader __ 

The Wall Street Journal _ 

The National Observer _ 

People's World —_ 
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iVobel Dinner t : 
For Rev. King 

I 

Plans for the Nobel Peace; 
Prize dinner honoring Dr. Mar-, 
jin Luther* King Jr. were an r 

1 jounced 'Tuesday by the comj 
pittee on arrangements, 
j The dinner will be held Jam 
27 at the Dinkier Plaza Hotel at; 
7 p.m. The public is invited. 1 
There will be space for 1,000 
guests. 

Tickets are $6.50 and checks 
should be made out to Nobql 
Prize Dinner and sent to 10G f l 
Ijiirst Federal Building, or to the 
dffice of the president, Dr. Ben¬ 
iamin Mays, Morehouse College, 
223 Chestnut St., SW. 

Eighty-six leading Atlanta citi¬ 
zens have accepted sponsorship 
and others have accepted since 
the list was closed. The list iiv 
jfludes college presidents, lawj- 
bers, ministers and other pro- 
essional mem__^ l 
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ATLANTA — (AP) — 
Some disagreement was re¬ 
ported among Atlanta busi¬ 
ness and civic leaders Tues¬ 
day over plans for a banquet 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. for winning the No¬ 
bel Peace prize. 

The Negro integration lead¬ 
er and president of the South- 
run Christian Leadership 
Conference declined comment 
. i .- a* buila. h rtmo 

Informed sources said let¬ 
ters wore sent out to about 
!‘J5 persons several days be¬ 
fore Christmas asking them 
to act as sponsors for a ban¬ 
quet Jan. 27 at the Dinkier 
Plaza Hotel. 

These sources said a sub¬ 
stantial number accepted but 
some persons declined andj? 
others failed to reply. { 

Mayor Ivan Allen Jr. s/Jd 
that ho would "extend all 
courtesy, consideration and 
cooperation in recognizing 
King/ 1 But, he added, “I’m 
not involved in any contro¬ 
versy.” 

*T have publicly congratu- 
H r <i King,” he said, “and I 

* the great majority of 
*• •*" business leaders would 
i ; eo with that.” 

P* * Robert Sommerville, 
z* f 'nn of the Atlanta 
; f'o., said there is 

* A strong feeling about the 

** r ~ among some business * 

> my own feeling that 
**' - fr«nn the Scripto 
> p ^kd. “Some people 
' hJter about it.” 

who said he fa- 
w.etown recognition 

^ * 'Ay who receives a 

f i or international 

i 

1 « hud pickets maJch- 
. * °f the Scripto 

^ • vh}; Co .plant for a. 


The union charged that all 
but six of the Negro employes 
were being paid less than 
white employes, and that this 
was discriminatory. A compa¬ 
ny official denied there was j 


any discrimination. Negotia¬ 
tions have broken down, but 
the company has continued to 
operate. 

Former Mayor ‘William B. 
Hartsfield acknowledged that 
he received one of the invita¬ 
tions to act as a sponsor and 
said he expected to attend the 
banquet. 

“Frankly I want to see my 
city maintain its good record 
of racial tolerance and under¬ 
standing,” he said. “I don’t 
want to see Atlanta pointed 
out as a place where the No¬ 
bel Prize winner was snttbbed 
in his home city.” 
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Director, FBI (100-3-116) 


July 23, 1964 
PERSONAL ATMPPICH 
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Seurlet 7/7/B4 which proposed some counterintel¬ 
ligence possibilities for exploration in connection with 
captioned matter* 

• It was suggested that there be an anonymous mailing 
made of the.6/19/64 issue of "The Herald" to Bill Shipp,• 

State Kews Editor of the ‘‘Atlanta Constitution.” This is 
the issue which contains a photograph of Martin Luther King, 
Jr«, and Reverend Ralph Abernathy with an accompanying 
article alleging ammorax conduct on the wari, of these two 
individuals. The thought is to lead Shipp to this item so 
that he might further explore it and possibly cause inquiries 
along lines which will prove embarrassing to King and the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). By separate 
correspondence your office has been directed to furnish the 
Bureau available information concerning the alleged escapades 
of Abernathy, including the obtaining of official court 
records. The Bureau, therefore, believes that action to 
alert Shipp to "The Herald" article should be held in abey¬ 
ance until"such time as the Bureau has received all available 
factual data* At that time a judgment will be made as to 
whether or not your suggestion should be carried out. 

J 

Another suggestion concerns Ed Clayton, the Public 
Relations Director for the SCLC. It is noted that he had/ 
recently boon on a "drunk" and was unable to perform hi&^l 
duties. It was anticipated that he would be dismissed by ^ 
King in the near future and that at that tine it is believed 
that Clayton could be "bought" by a news writer for "real 
i ns ight" on the background of the SCLC and its operation. 

It was therefore suggested that Shipp be directed to Clayton 
for such information as would give Shipp good ammunition for 
an exposure of the SCLC. It is suggested that in connection 
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Letter to Atlanta •’ 

mi cmmmsT pabtst, us a ' ' 

HS&BO QUESTION 

Qozmmis? imumtCE m bacial matters 

100-3-116 

with tills Idea yon carefully watch the situation relating 
to €layion ! s employment and personal shortcomings* Should 
Clayton, in fact, he ftisnissed fey King and there are evi¬ 
dences of discord, resubmit the suggestion setting forth 
the specific manner in which you intend to steer Shipp to 
Clayton. 


In connection with the "hideaway” used by Sing 
which is an apartment of his associate, Fred Bennett, you 
should continue to be extremely alert to information 
indicating a change in the location and if a change is 
' ■ . not made in the- near future, consider the possibility of . 
installing some type of sensitive coverage. The frequency 

_ ...of use of this "hideaway" should, of course, be an important 

factor to consider. 

The Bureau appreciates the thought and effort 
being expended foy your office in connection with counter- 
intelligence possibilities relative to instant matter and 
at ail times will welcome any additional ideas your office 
may desire to propound* 
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jIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 7/7/64 

(PERSONAL ATTENTION: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

• w. C, SULLIVAN ORINSPECTOR 


SAC, ATLANTA 

(10Q-6520-D) 


JOSEPH SIZOO, DOMESTIC 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 


COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
IS-C i 


• * ReBulet dated 6/9/64, captioned as abbve, whid^i 
letter requested specific suggestions as to the possible 
utilization of BILL SHIPP, State News Editor of "The Atlanta 
Constitution" either directly or through anonymous contact* 


As was pointed out in Atlanta’s letter of analysis 
and evaluation dated 4/14/64, SHIPP has written several 
articles unfavorable to Dr. KING, the SCLC .and the lack of 
progress made•toward reconstruction of the'three burned Negro 
churches. With the completion and’dedication of the rebuilt 
three Negro churches on Sunday 6/27/64, the immediate willing¬ 
ness of SHIPP to explore or write on the activities of SCLC 
and/or KING is unknown to the Atlanta Office. With the 
dedication of these rebuilt ehurches the one main theme of 
grievance and basis of criticism has been removed. 


The basis for other critical articles has been the 
SCLC’s position and that of Dr. KING relating to the employment 
of HUNTER PITTS O’DELL. As the Bureau is aware', .this employment 
of O’DELL has long since been terminated. 

Examples of the type of information that, may have 
been exploited in recent past by furnishing to SHIPP either 
anonymously or in normal contact and may have resulted in a 
news item or at least personal embarrassment or harassment 
include the following: 


(l) Sources on 6/23/64 advised of a conversation 
between KING and WYATT WALKER in New York City wherein 
KING was rather frantic because the contractor who rebuilt 
the three churches in South Georgia had threatened that if 
complete payment for the construction had not been received 
by 6/26/64 he would file a lien against the three structures. 


/2^)Bureau (Personal Attention) (KM) 

2- Atlanta (l- 100-6520-D) 

(1- 100-6621) (Counterintelligence Activities) 

AFM/elt 

document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi- 
'nation outside your Committee* Its use is limited to official proceedings by 
your Committee and' the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person¬ 
nel without the express approval of the FBI • 
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AFM/elt 


KING was specific in stating he did not want this 
information to get out to the Press. (Obviously a reference to 
BILL SHIPP and critical articles he has written.) 

(2) Sources in-April of 1964 reported.the financial condition 
of SCLC as being critical. In specific, they Indicated a debt 
to a local printer of approximately $ 50 * 000 . 

SHIPP’s personal inquiry of this printer as to 
whether he was going to file a suit against KING and/or the 
SCLC or place them in involuntary bankruptcy might logically 
have resulted, in unfavorable publicity,"embarrassment and 
may have curtailed future credit extended to the SCLC for its 
operations. 


Obviously the opportunities to exploit these two 
Incidents are past. As can be seen in the first instance 
there existed only two or three days from the date of receipt 
of the information as to the threat of a lien against these 
churches which did not afford' ample time to formulate a policy 
and implement it. 

At this time it Is suggested that anonymously a copy 
of July 19, 1964 "The Herald" Vol. 6, No. 38 be furnished to . 
BILL SHIPP. It is noted that this publication described as 
South Carolina's oldest Negro newspaper and printed ostensibly 
at Anderson, South Carolina, carries a photograph of"Dr. ~ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, Treasurer 
of SCLC, along with headlines to the effect that KING takes 
girl to San Juan and ABERNATHY seduces girl 15 . The story 
accompanying sets forth court testimony given in the Circuit 
Court of Montgomery County, Alabama, as to ABERNATHY’S normal 
and abnormal sex relations with a 15 year old girl in August, 
11952. The article further indicated that this same girl 
Was the person accompanying KING to San Juan. 
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AT 100-6520-D ■' 

AFM/elt .. . 

> . It ..Is not believed that SHIPP can write any kind 

of-news article gi this but will serve to alert him as to 
future’possible, news articles. In addition it would undoubtedly 
cause inquiries to be made along these lines which would prove 
embarrassing to KING and SCLC. 

* 

A copy of this publication has previously been 
furnished to the Bureau on 6/26/64. 

Another possible course of action would be to 
openly and through personal contact steer SHIPP or other 
writers to ED CLAYTON, a former writer for "Jet” magazine and 
public relations director of SCLO„ CLAYTON for the past two 
or three weeks has been on a "drunk" and is* unable to perform 
his duties. It is anticipated he will be dismissed by KING in 
the near future. , At that time it.is believed that CLAYTON 
can be bought by a news writer for "real insight" on background 
of SCLC and it s operation. 

The Mobile Office by AIrtel dated 6/15/64 identified 
the previously unknown Catholic Priest as Father ALBERT S. 

FOLEY, Head of Sociology Department, Spring Hill College, 

Mobile, Alabama, and Chairman of the Alabama Advisory Committee 
.to the U. S. Civil Rights Commission. 

1. From The Mobile Register , Mobile, Alabama, 5/4/63, 
captioned "Foley Hits Racial Strife 11 '! In this article. Father 
FOLEY said that MARTIN LUTHER KING, had agreed to call off 
demonstrations in Birmingham, but then changed his mj%p.d 
without notice, and that a member of the SCLC told him, FOLEY, 
that the SCLC’s •-treasury was nearly depleted, and the 
demonstrations were, needed to spark contributions. 

2. From The Mobile Register , 5 / 6 / 63 , captioned 
"Foley Charge as to King is Criticized." In this article 
Bishop W. M. SMITH of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, Mobile, took issue with Father FOLEY. 

3. From The Mobile Press , 5/6/63, captioned "King 
Fires at Foley." In this article, MARTIN LUTHER KING said ' 
he would have direct communication with Washington asking 
for the resignation of Father FOLEY from the Alabama Advisory 
Committee to the U. S. Civil Rights Commission. KING denied 
Father FOLEY’s charge. 

- 3 - 
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AT IOO- 652 O-D 
. AFM/elt 

* A •* * 

It Is noted that The Mobile Press and The Mobile- 
Register are dally newspapers published at Mobile, Alabama. 

- For your added Information, Father FOLEY has been 
very active in integration matters, and has worked closely 
with Negroes im- promoting integration.. He is still, according 
to news sources. Chairman of the .Alabama Advisory Committee 
to the U. S. Civil Rights Commission. 

It is noted that State News-Editor SHIPP undoubtedly 
has these news Items in the "morgue" files of "The A.tlanta 
Constitution" and could easily identify this Catholis priest 
if he does any research on the SCLC organization as such. 

Consideration is being given to the interview of 
Father FOLEY. Efforts will be made to fully devebp information 
regarding him at which time by separate communication Bureau 
authority for Interview by Agents of the Mobile Office with 
Justification for such interview will be submitted by Atlanta. 
Appropriate discretionary cautions have been given Mobile and 
will be made to other offices when and if leads are set forth 
in this Investigative matter. 

The Atlanta Office is endeavoring through •• its sources 
to ascertain further plans of KING and BENNETT as to the possible 
relocation of the hideaway. Sources have indicated that during 
the past three weeks KING has only been at the "hideaway" 
on one occasion. If it appears continued .loccupancy will remain and 
greater utilization will be made by KING of this apartment, 
consideration will be given to some type of sensitive coverage. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 


date: m 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-15148) 

ALL .NFOR^ON coined ^ 





CP,-USA nXrJ 

NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

IS-C 

f 

(00; New York) 

ReNYlet to Bureau, 6/2/64. 

. /0 /r . 

On 6/8/64, Mu^GE,ORGE^J^ILLNER.,_,Aaaiata 
Manage,r.^I'lanuf acturers,..Hanover Jlr.ust. Comp,any., s> ./4l 
FiftL .^^amieirNYcr.. IConceal) who has' furnished 
reliable information in the past, made available 
to SA ANTHONY E. CONSTANTINO, on a confidential basis, 
-—bank records concerning the account of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Jr. ' ........ .. 


A review of the records reflected no 
activities for the preceeding month, and the 
balance as of 6/3/64 was $ 2 , 136 . 88 . 


The above information is not to be made 
public except in. a usual proceeding following the 
issuance of a subpoena. The officer to be subpoenaed 
is Mr. WILLIAM FABRY, Assi sta nt Vice-President of 
the bank.. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST•INFLUENCE IN■RACIAL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


«SgK5^gS5^ ( , 



Beurlet April 14, 1964, which set out an analysis 
and evaluation of progress being made in investigation 
relative to captioned matter as well as suggestions for 
exploring new avenues of investigation. 

St was stated that Bill Shipp, State News Editor, 
“Atlanta Constitution,” has been making inquiry in the Albany, 
Georgia, area regarding the reconstruction of the three 
Negro churches burned in that area'during the Summer or iysa. 
Shipp has in the past written unfavorable articles regarding 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian Leaderships 
Conference (SOLD). He has also written regarding civil 
rights groups having within their ranks subversive-sympathizers./ 
Your office suggested giving consideration to furnishing __ / 

Shipp on an anonymous basis certain specific leads where he 
may”develop the necessary data so that he may further write 
critical stories. As as example of the type of information 
considered, you noted that a Catholic priest from south 
Alabama, name unknown to your office but possibly known to 
the Mobile Office, had publicly denounced the SCLC after 
several years* affiliation with that group based upon the 
priest*s experiences and knowledge of the financial dealings 
of the SCLC. pv tt- t REC-47 //'/' ///' 
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The Bureau believes that this general suggestion 
merits further consideration with the exc^pilittorL COSSfpossibly 
leading Shipp to the Catholic priest. The Bureau will 
entertain any recommendations you may desire- to make^relativo 
to specific information which may be furnished to Shipp 
including suggestions as to how it should be furnished to him. 

As to the Catholic priest, you are instructed to 
correspond with the Mobile Office and set out any other leads 
necessary to identify the priest and give .consideration to an 
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better to Atlanta 
BE: COSBSBHXST PABTY, USA 
HEC-BO QUESTION 
10O-3—X1S 


interview of him* The interview should not bs conducted 
without prior Bureau authority. Your recommendation for 
■such interview should contain full available information 
concerning the individual and full justification for the 
interview. Insure that any other offices covering leads 
in this mattes? are especially cautioned relative to the - ^ 
absolute necessity for discretion. 

Belet furnished an analysis of known information 
concerning King * s Atlanta "hide-away” (the apartment of Ms 
associate Fred Bennett). Follow closely the considerations 
of King and Bennett toward obtaining another apartment to 
replace the present "hide-away«” If another apartment is 
obtained, give close consideration to the development of 
sensitive-type coverage« In the event a change in apartments 
does not take place within a reasonable period of time, give 
further consideration to the effecting of sensitive-type 
coverage in the current apartment. 

By a separate letter to the Hew York Office, a 
copy of which was furnished to your office, instructions 
were issued looking toward the possible location of a 
personal bank account of King in Hew York City. 

The matters dealt with herein are to be handled 
on a need-to-know basis in your office. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) . 

r 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-1515-48) - 


5/2/p> 


CPUS A 

' NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS ' ~ ‘ 

. IS - C. 

! Re Bulet to NY, 5/21/64. 

dd/?r7fU*\/?<L/ 

On 5/26/64, M&.^EORGE/MII^IER,^asx§t,arit_.Maa.age,r, 
M anufacjt um rs Hanov er. Trubt_Compan?^^^5fcN^Av.e,..,.and^5 J 7Ali^S-t-., 
NYC, who has f urni she&^reliahle information in the past, 
aSvised. SA ANTHONY E. CONSTANTINO, that a regular checking 
account of MARTIN L. and CORETTA S. KING, Atlanta, Georgia, 
is located at that bank. i 

* j 

Arrangements were made with Mr. 'MILLNER to monitor 
this account on a monthly basis. It was pointed out that 
only Mr. MILLNER and Mr. JOSEPH CURRY, Assistant Secretary, 
who has furnished reliable information in the- past, would be 
aware of or have knowledge of the FBI interest in this 1 

account. Every effort would be made to prevent other employee] 
from gaining access to this information. 

A statement along with any cancelled checks would 
be made available on the sixth workday of every month. 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
DATE BY 


C^Bureau (RM) 

2-Atlantic (100-6520-A) (CPUSA, NEGRO QUESTION) 
(INFO) (KM) 

(1- 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 

2-New York 

(1- 100-136585) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) (42) 


JCSitms 

( 6 ) 


^ P re P are( l in response to -jour request and is not for dissemi- 

your Committee°arid aTrf f f% ltS ™ e /l li ™ U f d to offidal proceedings b% 
net without the S&& %££?$ Z ^closed to unauthorized yermu 


NW 55167 Dodd: 32989643 Page 51 






S&G, 


Biroeiar* $3S 


cdfloanrsenr sms,' ss& 
S 3 BGRO CCESTXCSi . 
COHOHKXar tSSUSSKB n 
s&rasi&i* sscranv - c 


Mr* Forsyth' 

Mr* Kosack 
Mr. Eyas 

21, 1$&# V 

gmsotrAi* Atmomos 


SS&sS®“ . 

^ii 


Se Atlanta letter A$rt2, 14» XB8«* *» ra«ci 

which sot cost a» analysis asd ©vnXM&i£©& of iise 
which is being saade ia the isyo^ig&iicn ©f e&ptianed s§g,ti©$? 
as well as aagseottaos tawsr& &x&j&r£&'$ am svmws of 
t ay-sst igat ioa • 1% pas* nise it wo® s*»*esi tint Martin iUitker 

Mag* <lr*, kail & $grs$assl fecwjt, &a. ftew forls City. Imt 
that is# sassa of i&© tesa& &e 

Seuylot April ^3* 1^4* o®py to Atl&ata* sMc^ 
reported that ait wessosat ia that nasse of tba feut&em Christie 
Icsk«a©rsh£p e*ssf«rcm!0 vXii’lj sMsa king fessda* had fees® 
m£ui&i»«*4 at the jo^^aeiuror4 hauovsas? '®fest c«ssg?aay» 

f&rh City* tsut sreea gecemnt feed wtoeod on J&sfcu&sy M* 


&et£&s that tstreng festps??£ sat cut £a 

re Atlanta loiter ss&ti§&t© againet poei&i&le audit ©f 
ICisg’a personal account ia sm Atlanta* ceorrtl^/ basis* ifea 
Bureau believes timt ssor® than w&g It voaltg bo wxst 1® 

to identify any has*# ^as^m- iw say have as scecmnt is ¥or& 
City and, thereafter, esmsider an smsiit of aueb account*. 

Um lark is, therefore* inetrocissd to sis?®, full eep.§i j igiati<m 
to a csnvase of baassa ia Um H&sk City £&. as* ®x’£bxt to JOttaSSr" 

*u£is isKsuity my si* of course* 

%e*~sair@£s@.iy discreet east eosdeeted thsMsa&fe only csjtablisslsed 
reliable tfoureee* ^ech ennv-s®^ nay be isjaecliat^ly 

st&ldas ycm have reasons xor not cieimg ec% in eMeis event £&* 
mttsr eiaeuIU ho tsaoa ay with tbo Boreas* • 

1 ~ Atlanta (icic^eiso) (personal attention) 

1 * Bufile 100-100670 (Martin Lather King , Jr*) 


3FP:pwd 


This document ^s prepared in response fo your request and is not for dissert 
naaon outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings b% 
your Committee and the content may not-be disclosed to unauthorized person 
nel without the express approval of the FBI . 
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SAC* Atlanta <100-6 330) 


4/2p/G4. 

mBsazm* Armaizm 



. r 

Director, mi <ioo-3-ii6> 


cmmsasr s&snr, m 

SEGSO QUSSrXCB' 

CmViUMXST IsmaEBBB SB BAC1M* m 

imm sscsam - c 



Mr, Phillips 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED A i ff * 

DATE, BY^Sto)|£M 


i 


Reference is m&4& to letters/from yeas? ©Slice sad 
Hew York 4/14/64? which sot -©at analyses sad evaluation .of 
progress which is being ©ad© im Investigation. relative to 
captioned matter* These letters wore ia reply to solicitation 
isade of receiving offices with a view toward suggesting new 
avenues of investigation and istessifieatioa is areas already 
being.explored* 


The gmrpos© of insiimi' cmrnmsl&titimi Its to ©ssktsss 
the Buroais's gratitude for the analysis submitted lay Atlanta 
which included several suggestions for ©glorias now areas, 
Yh© Bureau believes that soais of Atlanta* s ideas sirs esrtressely 
worthwhile &s4 represent a studied effort combined with an 
aggressive iisagiaatioa locking toward sor© and feet tor ways of 
meeting the prcbXossa involved in captioned issvsstigafioa* 


Th© specifio matters dealt with in Atlanta’s letter 
will he the subject ©f separate eorrossoudes.ee .with that office. 
You are instructed to place a copy of this letter of approbation 
in the personnel files of the Atlanta Agents responsible for 
the essellent analysis and decisive^ imaginative suggestions, 

1 - New York (100-151548) . . - 


SFP:fnh 

(5) 


nation outside vZZZtme?^ to IT r -t q T? and - * mt for dissem ^ 
your Committee and the content Julv w 'hJ'^ltu ?^ icml Proceedings hij 
nel without the express approval^? tte p%f^ chsed to unauthorized person- 
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SAC, Mew York (100-151548) 


Birector, FBI (100-3-116) 


CQ3BKZNXST PIETY, 
HESKO QUESTION 


' April 24, 1964 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
(Field Supervision) 

I 4- Mr* Floyd 
1 - Mr, Phillips 


iii-lueuce as bac ml .matters all information contained 
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ReNYlet 4/14/64 , copy to Atlanta, which set 
out an analysis and evaluation of the Hew York Officers 
aspects of captioned investigation along with certain 
recommendations relative to future investigative activity- 
in this matter* Eelet was in response to a solicitation 
made of receiving offices by Billet 4/1/64* 

--Instant communication is^f-.or—the_ purpose_jof— --... 

-commenting- upon -Hew--York * s^an&Xysis, conjserning._ 3ayaiid. 

"Eustin,' ah ’individual concerning whom yew xora is origin 
and who is a key figure in the racial movement today* 

It is stated in referenced New York letter 
"Although Eustin contacted Davis, it is not believed that 
he is in contact with other CP leaders, or that he is 
sympathetic to the CP cause*" This appears to be a 
conclusion of the Hew York Office which could dictate 
the course of investigation relating to Eustin as well CO-- 

as Bustin t s involvement in captioned matter* The Bureau, . 
therefore, desires to make a number of observations to 
insure that there is no de-emphasis of our interest in 
Eustin and that he is properly evaluated in light of all we 
know about him* Just prior to the above quoted portion of 
refex-enced Hew York letter, it is stated that there has not 
been any indication that Eustin has contacted any Party 
leaders except Benjamin J. Davis and that Eustin asked 
Davis ? advicegs to how he could escape from speaking at 
a rally sponsored by the Emergency Committee for Disaster 
Belief to Cuba. It is elsewhere stated in referenced 
New York letter that in the recent past Davis was in 
contact with Eustin. As you are aware, Davis is a high 
Party functionary and Chairman of the National Negro 
Cosimission of the Party. The fact that he is an important 

1 - Atlanta (100-6520) /',(■■'% -//<. (>V 41/%' 

1 » 100-153790 (Bayard Eustin) / ^-) 

S-eP.cns (3) This document is prepared fJ in resf§hs<Jtf;$ ■/$j&r^$8$uest and is 3 ?df .fw^^ssemi- 
p j\ji J nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to offi-cml 'pmegedings by 
yeufjCommittee and thift content Ji&jdiseim&F. to unauthorized person* 

itythout the express' approval of the FBI . 
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Letter to Hew York 
EE? COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
mmo QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
100-3-116 


figure in the Party is undoubtedly known to Eustin and the 
fact that Eustin would seek Davis 8 advice Is believed to foe 
of prime significance*. 


The Bureau does not agree with the expressed 
belief of the Hew York Office that Eustin is not sympathetic 
to the Party cause. While there may not be any direct 
evidence that Eustin is a communist neither is there any 
substantial evidence that he is anticommunist. Eelet 
pointed out, in substantiation of the belief that Eustin 
is not sympathetic to the Party cause, that he, as late 
as 4/9/64, in addressing a meeting at Hyaek, Hew York, 
said he was opposed to the communist movement. This . 
the Bureau takes as a self serving statement on the part' 
of Eustin and it is understandable that he would make such 
a public statement, even without regard to hue 
in light of the recent adverse publicity he received, 
particularly in Hew York City newspapers, for his involvement 
in the public school boycott in Hew York City earlier this 
year and subsequent exposure of his contact with the Soviet 
mission to the United Nations. 


It is also desired to call your attention to the 
portion of relet dealing with your officers coverage in 
connection with captioned matter. St is stated at the top 
of page 2 of relet ”Xt is felt that this coverage is 
adequate...” In light of the extreme importance which the 
Bureau has attached to instant matter and the ei^er increasing 
importance of the racial and civil rights issues on the 
national scene, the Bureau cannot adjudge as adequate any 
coverage which does not positively provide to the Bureau 
100 per cent of the intelligence relating to the communist 
influence In racial matters. Obviously we are not securing 
all the information that is pertinent and needs to be secured. 
Our coverage, therefore, is not deemed as adequate. 


The matters discussed above are being pointedly brought 
to your attention to insure that there is no de-emphasis in the 
investigation concerning Eustin and that there is no stone being 
left unturned in your efforts to increase coverage in this area 
both as to quality or quantity. The Bureau expects that you 
will give this matter your closest personal attention to insure 
the necessary attention is being given by Agent and supervisory ■ 
personnel. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 

(PERSONAL ATTENTION: 

Assistant director W, c. sullivan 

DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 


SAC, ATLANTA (100—6520-D) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

COMMUNIST PARTI, USA DATE, 'B 

NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
IS-C 


4/14/64 


JUNE 


SSIFIED / / , 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated 4/1/64 
which requested a reappraisal of the investigative efforts 
based on the past 90 days experience. 

The following analysis in Atlanta is based on 
information furnished from various confidential sources and 
a review of files in conjunction therewith. It is pointed 
out that this office is not fully cognizant of all investi¬ 
gative endeavors and results therefrom that have transpired 
in this investigation to date, particularly as it relates to 
investigation conducted by auxiliary offices and their use 
j of certain confidential investigative techniques. 

In the analysis of this investigation it should 
further be borne in mind MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., is so closely 
related to the organization Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference which he founded that they are considered synony¬ 
mous in reality. During January, 1964, KING in certain of 
his conversations had mentioned this very fact, ‘his realization 
of this condition and that he was going to endeavor to elevate 
the character and picture of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference as an organization rather than subvert Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference to his own personal name and 
esteem. 

^ /j-^ Bureau (100-3-116) (Personal Attention; Assistant Director 

W. C. Sullivan, Domestic Intelligence 
Division) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

2- New York (100-151548) (Personal Attention: ASAC Donald E, 

Roney) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

2- Atlanta (1QQ-6520-D) 

AFMielt 

( 6 ) 


This document is prepared in- response to your request and is not for dissemi¬ 
nation outside your Committee, Its use is limited■ to official proceedings by 
your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person* 
nel without the express approval of the FBI . 
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_-—■ A. Utilization Of an Anom 


ious Source *’ 


~^" r Bated on information made available and evaluation 
of same, consideration „has been given to the utilization of 
an anonymous source; however. It is noted that on on© occasion 
it was . reported that STANLEY 1 D* LEVTSON had apparently provided 
$500 in. funds to be utilized for l! night watchman purposes. 11 
It is' further noted there are approximately 40 employees at 
this time in the Southern Christi an Le adership Conference 
Office^, w hose hours oi^itflffoyfosbrfc^ar^ 

Include weekends on occasions. It is considered that a 
physical surveillance of all employees* of Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference for such an anonymous source development 
could not be conducted with sufficient discreetness to insure 
the success of this type operation. It is further noted that 
the building which houses the offices of Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference is also occupied by a Negro Radio 
Station which has most irregular hours for its employees. 
Another portion of the building is occupied and utilized for 
Lodge purposes and there Is considerable traffic In and out 
of the building at unusual or irregular hours. This office 
Bpace is located in an exclusively Negro neighborhood for 
approximately one mile in radius except for the downtown 
business district. 

From the above the security^problems are obvious; 
however, there is room to explS^^^^^ther and our investi¬ 
gation will be designed to" determine a ny vfeakns&gL which we can 
exploit to our advantage. 

n-, - m —.— tsKsacssa — rr.TL,^ 

B, Further Use of News Media 

Sources have recently reported certain displeasures 
on the part of KINS' relating to statements attributed to ROY 
WIIKIHS, Head of the NAACP, which displeasures were resultant 
of statements made by WILKINS in regard to the Civil Rights 
Bill presently in Congress. KING- indicated he was tired of 
WILKINS making these statements which in effect carried KING*s 
concurrence when in fact KING had not been consulted. 
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It Is recommended that both the New York and Atlanta 
Office remain particularly alest^for any further indications of 
•§^l£tL,pbssi^y_^yeiopii^Jce tv?een, HIIIOTS. ^dJOSCLaaJlfcw* 
full utilization, may be made of this incident* 

If information Is developed confirming such a disagree¬ 
ment a possible course., of. .&ejkion~may include the use of RALPH 
j fcGILL. Publisher of the “A tlant a Constitutio n 11 in order to ~~ 
explore the basis of such disagreement and also to feed pertinent 
subversive connections and dealings of KING to WILKINS. It is 
unknown to Atlanta whether Me GILL is personally acquainted with 
WILKINS but It is known that McGILL has been most cooperative 
.with th e Atlanta Office of the FBI~and~the^Bureau and'TITne 
Is, acquainted with WILKINS, this could be considered. 




It is further suggested the Bureau, through Its 
respective auxiliary offices, may desire to discreetly 
furnish i nformation to reliable ne ws individuals who could 
^Eip..Qrfc~by story and photograph items' v;nicn v7ouId'°~sh5w''KING* s 
hig h^^lijving^aodlixc&jllt^t-spending^ In "this regarf7~i£ 

Is noted that since February, KING has been In San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, Hawaii, Los Angeles, residing in the Hyatt House at 
$75 per day and again in Nassau, BWI, under an assumed name. 
While it is realized that certain newspaper publicity might be 
favorable to KING it is believed that certain articles repo rting 
this high living would ha ve a distinct adis5£a gg5f 
v^^y^Negro IJ supporter r 3 o f the Souther n Christian Leadership 
Conference. t6_ljps_e_Ig[ItH~in thiVprianlzaHon, " iualggdgr”- 
and their endeavors and hence discontinue their support through 
the contribution of funds. It is realized that the bulk of 
the financial support comes from the white community but Negroes 
provide the numerical majority and support for demonstrations 
in the street. 



Information has come to the attention of the 
Atlanta Office recently that BILL SHIPP. State News Editor 
for the “Atlanta Const! tut lon*~ ~h as be en makin g inquirer in, 
theAlbahy, Georgia, area _regardihS- thq_x.ecjQnatruc t ion, of 
thfiT'three Negro' churches burned in that area during the 



3 - 
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summer of 1962 . SH IPP has in the past wri tten unfavorable 

1 ax^lcle§^egard3j3S^XIllllIax^cUsn^>Put;hem ^EgTsyian JLeadership 
CoiSeren cQ as it relate a-J^x-^eL-emplovmenfc of" HUIjTlip _PITTS 
TPDEL L... He has” also written regarding^Civil Rights’"groups 
'wh o ha vej-jithirttheir"ranlc'^subversive’sympathizers!^' Other 
'Articles authored by SHIPP have related' tcTuffe delay in the 
reconstruction of these destroyed churches and he has also 
been critical of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
^for its failure to make public records as' to its financial affairs* 

t It is noted that funds, for the reconstruction of three 

Negro churches in the Albany area, were obtained through public 
solicitations initiated by the "Atlanta Constitution" and other 
organizations in Atlanta, The SCLC also solicited funds for this 
project and in so doing used the volunteer services of JACItIB 
ROBINSON to collect approximately $65,000 throughout the U»S, 

SCLC in turn was in charge of the funds collected for this pro** 
Ject and responsible for the disbursing of these funds to the 
contractors building the churehes. It is further pointed out 
that the delay in t he reconstruction of th ese churches. . has been 
primarily^.a^result of the contracto r _n otjreceiving funds from 

for the completion of these churches. It is suggested”'that the 
Bureau may desire to furnish to SHIPP, on .ar^jinopyrnpus^Jjasis, 
certain specific leads” where Tie’'may’"develop the necessary data 
so that he may_f urther write crit i cal ne ws stories which would, be 
basecf’ofPin'forraation'’obtained by him rather tnau 1 "dy“"th'Ls''‘agency „ 

An example of this type of information would include furnishing 
the name and address of a Catho lic priest from South A labama, 
whose name is unknown to the Atlanta Office but possibly known 
to the Mobile Office, who^^af^^ever^ 
the _S puthern.- hhriatiarL-isader sh ip _0 opf er enc e publica 1 ly 
denounced this organization based on his^ 2 ^^@gde^l^^JkXLQW** 
ledge of their financial dealihg’s'r^Siis’priest attributed to an 
SCLC Official a‘ statemenlf'tEat^the^ needed to have a demonstration 
in order to raise money. This was Just prior to a large scale 
demonstration held in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963 , 
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' " 6 * Background Investigation of Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference Employees 

^. ‘ The 'Atlanta Office currently is maintaining separate 
files on all SCLC employees and is in the process of discreetly 
investigating tire background of twelve key... employees and 
associate s in an effort to obtain_s'ome,weakngps„.&hat.-. could 
be"use<Cfor ,.c puht^-iJitelligehc a"'ac tivities. To- -date-no-- 
pertinent data-has-been-developed-en-these individuals, which, 
i s recognized as an opportunity for .cou nter-intelligence purposes 
with_ the exceptipn_of_KIJv T dAa;'^rlJf£I^n4sTI^tivities7" 
Hecommendations will be forthcoming if and when weaknesses are 
developed. 




It is to be noted that Atlanta sources have disclosed 
/recently that RUTH_ BAILEY, an_employe.e.-Qf M -the-,,New. t .vork:.„.o£fice 
of SCLC, was _dl sc Harm ed. S he' c ont acted an employee of the 
^“Atlanta: "Office of SCLC and showed her displeasure because 
her discharge date was prior to the notification date. In 
showing this displeasure she brought out that STANLEY LEl r IS0N 
was in someway undesirable and that KING had been warned 
by unknown individuals about associating with ..him. Sources 
' advised, however, that upon^reconsideration SCLC retained the 
services Atlanta suggests'’this matter be"followed 

closely^DotTfTn^lTeW" York ahdn^fftlS^r^^^OP^PPortunity 
prese htQ tselF't 'o explSI^EOI^Y^s discontent^.^.Ab.-bhis,,t ime, 
howeve r, _it~is„;£^f^^ BATCeY was rehired that the 

time for appraising he:ir''§hbuld~lre^eiayedv-'^^— 

V^. r h i i - i n r -rr — ^ ,* fc< 

Sources further reported a certain trend of dis¬ 
content and dissatisfaction on the part of employees in 
the Atlanta Office of SCLC based over preferential pay to 
individuals performing the same duties". This discontent 
has been temporarily alleviated by recent pay increases made 
to all employees. 
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' It 'is suggested that this area may present 

opportunities in the future from a counter-intelligence 
standpoint by the injection of false information with 
certain discontented employees such as EDWINA SMITH* the 
fiance of HUNTER PITTS O’DELL. 

E. Financial Dealings of ICING and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference 



Analysis of recently received tax returns through 
1962 and Internal Revenue Service investigation of KING- and 
•the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for the years 
1951s 1958 and 1959 * reflects that the main question of 
contention was the status of money received by Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. KING’S contention was that these receipts 
were gifts, while Internal Revenue contends that income from 
business operations* namely SCLC, was in reality income. 


Atlanta sources have recently reported that the 
Atlanta Retail Credit Company was furnished details to the 
effect that SCLC had received $750,000. during 1963 . 

Sources have also advised that one "WILLIE” RICHARDSON, 
Internal Revenue Service employee, was making a current income 
investigation re gard ing the Southern Chr istian' Lead ership, 
f Con^re.nce_o.r_one.._o£_£MI^^15vg^Blir'Sourc“es at Internal 
r “Revenue Service report that WILLIE RICHARDSON is the only 
Negro Internal Revenue Agent of the Atlanta Regional Office 
and has been so employed for approximately one year. 


It is pointed out that KING has authored several 
books and it is believed that funds received from this author¬ 
ship are the funds most difficult to report as gifts as KING’S 
contention has been in the past, rather .than as income. 

From the return it is apparent that SCLC is 
classified as a tax-exempt organization; however, contributions 
to It are not allowable by the donor as a tax deductible 
contribution to a charity organisation. SCLC is considered 
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~--a tax-exempt civil' organisation* it is noted that in order 
* to,obtain this tax-exempt status, a petition must he filed 
by the' organization with Internal Revenue Service, a eopy 
of the organization‘s charter, % Laws, financial statements 
and a list of sizeable contributors to this organization is 
also filed. 

/ ‘ It is suggested that the Bureau may desire to 

‘/obtain through liaison further data available regarding 
(SOLO and the basis of any current investigation being conducted 
on MARTIN LUTHER. ICING, JR., or SCLC. 

It is felt the list of contributors of sizeable 
gifts to SCLC may be important as with future information it 
may be possible to compare whether KING' is’'recording all 
of his contributions as gifts or whether in fact, there 
is a discrepancy in the amount donated to SCLC and the 
amount KING reports as gifts. If such a discrepancy does 
exist it is likely ICING is utilizing these funds for his 
own personal affairs. 

It is believed that through various past incidents 
as reported by Atlanta sources a trend can be established 
to shew collusion on the part of donors who are making 
contribution to SCLC by various and devious means. Points 
- in contention in tills regard relate to a sizeable contribution ’ 
of funds collected at a benefit held in California by SAMMY * 
DAVIS, JR e , the entertainer. It was proposed that these funds 
r be made payable to a church in California. These funds were 
| then forwarded by the church in California to Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, and thence to SCLC, or MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR, personally. 

Another point in contention relates to the recent 
gift by an unknown automobile dealer through a Reverend 
RICHARD BATTLES, Hartford, Connecticut, who contributed 12 
automobiles to the SCLC for their use. Atlanta sources 
reported that this dealer was interested in establishing 
a capital loss in his business operations and was utilizing 
the gift of the vehicles in so doing. In order to establish 
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. this capital loss and as well claim a contribution, the 
~~ -vehicles were actually given to the West Hunter Baptist 
' Church, the Foenezer Baptist Church and to the United Church 
of Christ, Decatur, Georgia, all of which vehicles were to 
be made available to the SOLO. 

It is further pdnted out that Atlanta sources 
• i advised- that SOLO is currently short on funds and is 

known’to owe Darby Printing Company, Atlanta, approximately 

• $ 12 , 000 . 


It is believed that donors and creditors of SCLG 
present two important areas for counter-intelligence activities. 
In regard to the donors it is suggested that official SOLO 
stationery bearing ICING- 1 s signature, copies of which are availaHe 
to the Atlanta Office and will be furnished by separate communi¬ 
cation to the Bureau Laboratory for reproduction purposes, 
be utilized..in advising the donors that Internal Revenue 
Service is currently checking tax records of SCLG and that 
ICING through this phoney correspondence wants to advise the 

I donor insuring that he reported -his gifts in accordance with 
Internal Revenue requirements so that he will not become 
involved in a tax investigation. It is believed such a letter 
of this type from SCLC may cause considerable concern and 
eliminate future contributions. From available information 
it is apparent that many of these contributors-to SCLC are 
doing so in order to claim tax deductions and in' order to be 
eligible for such deductions, the contribution is being made -to 
the Foenezer Baptist Church, which in turn is forwarded to 
KING or the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

It is also proposed that pretext calls be placed 
to Darby Printing Company, impressing upon them the financial 
plight of SCLC so that they may be incited into collection 
efforts of the printing bill owed to them in the amount of " 
$ 12 , 000 , 


It is further suggested that investigative efforts 
be made in auxiliary offices to determine method used by 

• 8 * 
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~KIHG in settling Ms accounts and If credit cards are used* 
appropriate checks of these credit card accounts may develop 
-.pertinent information regarding S3 jS$*s financial dealings* 


, ’ Atlanta confidential sources also advised that 
, /End-' has a personal account in New York City and Atlanta, Georgia, 
// y at - the Citizens Trust Company*. The Hew York ba nk, i s u nknow n* 

*v There is also an SCLC banking account in. Hew York City and 

Atlanta, C-a., also at the Citizens Trust Company* Mr* L* D* 
HILTON, President of the Citizens Trust Company, Atlanta, 

Georgia, has in the past been extremely cooperative with 
the Bureau in other investigative matters* however, it is 
known that he is personally acquainted and considered friendly 
With MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and other-members of his 
r immediate family* It-is therefore felt that the necessary 
fmonitoring of his bank account could not be effective, with 
the desired security warranted in this investigation* Xt is 
noted-th. at t h is bank Is owned and operated entirely by members- 
of the Negro race* ----—— 


~WZ HuhYeFsi¥e Information Bearding Southern 
Christian Leadei^shlp Conference Employees 


It is noted that Reverend CORBY T* VIVIAN, Director 
Of Affiliates of SCLC, was identified by a Springfield 
Informant in 1947 as a member of the Communist Party in 
Peoria, Illinois* Investigation regarding VIVIAN has been 
instituted to determine his activities since 194? and whether 
he has any other subversive affiliations* 


EDWIHA SMITH, Secretary to the Program Director, 
Reverend ANDREW - YOUNG, of SCLC i while not known personally to 
be affiliated with any subversive organisation, is engaged 
to HUNTER PITTS O r DELL, a former SCLC employee, and is known 
to be in frequent contact with him^ She lias been responsible 
for the purchase of numerous copies of the publication 
’’Freedomways 51 some of which were forwarded to SCLC Offices 
in Atlanta and others to an SCLC School at Dorchester, Georgia* 


? 9 * 
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. “ ^ To date there are no known other subversive 

affiliations- bn the part of-employees of SCLC in the Atlanta 
-Office. It is suggested that as a counter-intelligence move 
in this area, that the '■Bureau or New York may, through its 
sources or in other ways, establish publieaily the utilization, 
of "Freedomways 11 > and its connection with the Communist Party, 
by SCLG, 

0. Hide-Away 

It is noted that the apartment frequently utilized 
by KINO for his clandestine romances (FRED BENNETT’S apartment) 
and ostensibly for writing and resting purposes, has been 
located at 3006 Delmar Lane, N*W,, Atlanta.* Georgia. It is 
noted that this apartment is on the ground floor level 
having a separate front and rear entrance. The apartment 
building is of two story construction with, partial basement 
throughout. The apartment building^is^one^of^approzlmately 
seven^uildihgsli.it^.^rc^eat” aTJT'bf^which are occupied by 
members_pf,,theJNe.grp_race,^ TlSs^apartraint~prd"j'ecf is surrounded 
oh either side by other multi-dwelling unit Negro apartments. 
Directly behind the apartment occupied as a hide-away, a 
main line of the Atlantic Coast lane Railroad is located. On 
the other side of the railroad, approximately 150-200 yards 
away in aJhousQ_occupied by JOHN G* ALLEN, t he' o nly white 
• r esident, "from v/h ich tKe^^agg^ent^Tge' hid.@raway^can - 

he" ob served-^, AXLEN^Is a Plumbing Inspector for the City of • 
Atlanta Construction Department. The Atlanta Police Department, 
Atlanta Credit Bureau and Atlanta indices have no record of 
ALLEN or his wife, MARIE. Possibly with a Zoomar lens during 

- daylight hours and with field glasses, the rear entrance only 
of the hide-away could be covered from the ALLEN residence. 
However, the value of anything obtained from this type of 
coverage is not believed would add to information already 
known to the Atlanta Office. Therefore, no recommendations 
along these lines are being made from a physical coverage 
standpoint. It is noted that the front entrance is directly 
across a parking lot from an apartment occupied by JAMES 
BEVEL and his wife and small child. BEVEL Is an employee of 
SCLC* 

\ • 10 - 
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♦ Consideration has been given to requesting Bureau 

authority for a technical survey In this areaj however, 

Atlanta sources h ave on numerous oc c_ag.ipn3__i,ndicated 
an interest jm_the_ part of KINCr'^and 
v / another* in the event this does 

n0t^a^rj = ali^e^iSiriau^ttthority--f ©^■'technical "survey . of-’"" 
tiffs'' fa ciJd-tv^lll^bs^requested. In regard^to "the 'utilization 
pf~a~j%lsurJ?. . is. note4J;hat^,thq-.same. basic security problem 
of an all Negro neighborhood is involved,—~~— 



Recently certain modifications have been made In 
the office space occupied by SCLC. Quarters were enlarged 
and additional employees hired. It is unknown but believed 
that additional telephone facilities may have been obtained 
, I and are possibly being installed at this time. Atlanta will 
I in the near futurethrough sources ^ det ennine^Khat.’lac ill t ill's 
I noft^srefyidd''the office ’and’makelapproprlate recommendations ' 

I fc horefrom ^ 


The Atlanta Office will, by separate communication* 
- I request Bureau authority for making a survey realting to 
ys'l possible installation of trash cover in the office facilities 
w" / of SCBCo 


The above analysis is being set forth withh 
certain recommendations bearing in mind the main objective of this 
investigation is to deteimine extent of communist influence 
in racial matters and as to how the effectiveness of KING 
can be neutralized or discredited, either through coramun ist 
connections, his moral degradation or his financial 
operations. 


♦ IX <► 
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CPUSA-NEGRO QUESTION /„ </. •• V-e" 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 

RACIAL MATTERS J ' 


RACIAL MATTERS 

is-c * 

(00; NY) 

Vr 5 "" 

Re Bureau letter to Atlanta, 4/1/64. 
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/ The New York Office has analyzed Its coverage of the/':/.. / \ 

CPUSA’s attempts to Influence racial matters, bot^Jas to the ■ 

. attempts and direction being given by the Party as a National' 

[ b operation and specifically as concerns any influence on MARTIN .p 
| ' LUTHER KING and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference #■ f\ 

k ^ ;(solo)• . -r ./ - L iMW/ . w 

i u— . - ..... __ hnwwjt/..^ ox.^a/ K 

* V~* -r " 


3 vi. 




Relationship of' 'Che' G'PUSA' 
to Racial Matters 


«sm&/ jara 

V 


Intensified coverage is afforded to the Party’s 
national headquarters at 23 West 26th Street, New York City, 
through the following sources: 


NY-2353 r S* 

NY-23£fcrS* 

N3&-0359-S* 

NY-~2-362=-S* 


•N¥~“2?45^S* 
^NY-2858--S* 
NY-32-7-G-S* 
1^213953=®*— 


~NY““2©©2^S *4 
1 -N I 
«NY»20a*7«=S* f ’ 


In addition, coverage of the Party’s interest in ' r 

racial matters is also afforded by N¥-694=^* and .CG—§&2«4»S*, . 4. 

because of their persona l contacts with Party officials, - ' ■ 

particularly - GUS~~i^L L. Coverage also is given by technical 
means, when feasible, of specific events such as the meeting of 
the CPUSA National Negro Commission (NNC) in Chicago, in 
February, 1964, and also by live informant coverage. In the 
case of the NNC meeting in Chicago, it was covered by several \ 

live informants including this—Gemmissi^n^ ($) 


iJ2J- Bureau (100-3-116) (RM) 

1 - Atlanta (100-6520) (info) (RM) 
1 - New York (100-151548) (4l4) 

t .1 


JFOtgmd 
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It is felt that this coverage is adequate and* as in - - 
the case of the NNC meeting, coverage will continue to be afforded 
to these type meetings which will bear upon the Party's policies 
with respect to the racial situation in the United. States. 


As regards the extent of the Party*s influence' in 
racial matters, generally, in the United States, it is noted 
that in October, 1963, there was a meeting of the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) of the CPUSA, the first two dayp.of 
which were devoted to a report on civil rights. BEN JAMINyDAVIS 
delivered the report on the civil rights movement, during which 
he' stated that the Party should bear in mind the possibilities of 
extending its Influence In the Negro movement, adding that the 
image of the Party as a militant organization among the Negro 
people has been dimmed. ... ' • • : 


DAVIS said the Party has credits In the Negro struggle, 
including its participation in numbers in the March on Washington, 
but "we" have not brought the Party forward up to now and have 
failed to solve the problem of how to indicate to the Negro the 
.line of march. He added that "we" have shown some responsibility 
in relation to the Negro freedom movement but still do not have - a 
clear line on the role Communists have to play. He called for the 
Party to find a center in the South around which to rally 
progressive forces and said they must get into the struggle in the 
South and help solve some of the problems, even though there are 
obstacles in the way, because otherwise the Party would be set 
.back for years. . ■ . . '• 

At the NNC meeting in Chicago in February, 1964, BENJAMIN 
DAVIS gave the opening report, during which he discussed the role 
of the CP. He said the CP is not in a position to solve the 
many- organizational questions facing the Negro movement, but 
can establish a secure base in this movement if it developes 
and demonstrates a sound line and policy. He asked why the CP 
must always be discussing how to associate with existing movements 
and said the Party must take more initiative and organize 
independent movements around the needs of the people. He said 
the CP must act boldly and that the entire CP must be involved 
in the Negro people's struggle. 
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JAMEsVj-ACKSON, at this meeting, said that the CP has 
not recruited from the cream of the crop of the Negro people's 
movement and that the readers of the Negro people *s movement are 
not associating themselves with the CP, He said this has to be a 
direction of the CP’s work. 


~ The Party, at the present time, through its press, *■ 

"The Worker", is giving considerable coverage to civil rights 
actions throughout the United States and editorially is calling 
for a strong civil rights bill. It also has backed demonstrations 
such as the school boycotts of public schools. 


II. Communist Influence on SCLC ■ . ‘ 

/ .. - ..i _ and Its■ Leaders _ . . - • •• •- • 

The SCLC operation in JNew. York has been, until-recently, 
at 312 West 125th Street, New York "City. /The function of. this 
; office appears to be that of operating the mailing procedures of 
. .' the Conference. This operation was handled successfully by 
,; HUNTER PITTS VO ’ DELL, also known as JackfO’Dell, and-was directed 
‘ primarily toward mailings of fund appeals-for the SCLC. O’DELL, 
however, was dismissed from the SCLC by MARTIN LUTHER KING in the 
Summer of 1963* following public disclosure in the press of his 
'• Communist background. O’DELL recently is reported to have stated 
•' that he has.not seen MARTIN LUTHER KING since June, 1963. 

/ * Following O'DELL’s dismissal, the operation of the 

New. York Office of the SCLC floundered under the direction of 
* ■ RUTHVBAILEY, an employee who had worked there for O’DELL. 

*• - New-York has no subversive information concerning BAILEY. 

• „ However, it is felt that because of her possible dismissal 

\ from the SCLC, she can be the subject of a- counterintelligence 
\ effort. 

I At present, the New, York Office operation of the SCLC 

1 is being handled by one ADELE^KANTER out of the office of the 

V Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th Street, New York 

^ City. There is no known subversive information concerning her. 
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f ’As regards 'the operation of the. Ne^L^O&k Office of 
the SCLCj and personal contacts with MARTIN * LUTHER" KING, the 
persons who are now difectly involved are CLARENCER JONES and 
STANLEY'LEyiSON. In addition, BAYARD RUSTIN is being considered' 
“Tor a position^with KING and the SCLC,. but it does not appear 
that he will abcept this post. The following information 
concerns these Ithree individuals:-. . V „ 



- . • • STANLEY LEVISON, along with CLARENCE JONES, is one of 

the prime movers in the SCLC. As a close confidant of KING, 
LEVISON has been instrumental in setting policy in the SCLC. . 

He normally meets with KING each time he visits the New York 
area, and- has made trips to Atlanta to consult on matters. 

A-s of "July, 1963 * LEVISON-was." a secret member *of the 
CfUSA. In'late 1963 and early 1964, he criticized tne Of for 
'not' being sufficiently militant in the civil rights struggle. 
LEVISON was described by certain CP leaders as being to the 
"left" of the CP in his position on civil rights, and because 
of these differences with CP leaders, LEVISON is not now under 
CP discipline in the civil rights field. There has been no 
indication, however, that LEVISON does not continue-his 
ideological adherence to Communism. 

Following'LEVISON»s criticism of the Party, BEN DAVIS 
was designated to be the intermediary between LEVISON and the 
Party. However, there has been no indication that LEVISON has 
made any attempt to contact DAVIS, HALL or anyone else in the 
Party. . . • 

*. • CLARENCE JONES is a Negro attorney who, in addition to 
practicing law with LUBELL, LUBELL and JONES, is the General 
Counsel for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th 
Street, New York City. JONES also represents MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. JONES has been identified as a person who, during 
late 1953 or early 1954, was a member of and in a position of 
leadership in the Labor Youth League (LYL, which has been 
designated pursuant to Executive Order 1 o 450). JONES is quite 
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frequently in contact with STANLEY LEVISON and in these contacts 
they have discussed problems relating to MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
his activities, the SCLC in Atlanta, the operation of the SCLC 
office in New York and civil rights in general. One function which 
JONES serves at the present time is intermediary between LEVISON 
and KING since direct contact between LEVISON and KING has been 
on a limited basis. It is to be noted that no information has 
been developed that CLARENCE JONES has been in contact with any 
officials of the CPUSA or that any effort has been made byuCPUSA 
officials to direct JONES in the civil rights movement. Cn 

BAYARD/^RUSTIN, “the" leader of the March on Washington, 
the New-York City School Boycott and the. March on Albany, New York.,, 
has“Been seriously considered for the position of Northern 
•Coordinator for the SCLC. However, this seems to be somewhat 
in uoubt at tniLS Game, because RUSTIN prefers to operate m an 
independent capacity, and due to the reluctance of KING to appoint 
him at this time. ’ • .‘ *, ■ 

Recently, indications were that RUSTIN was setting up 
.the A. PhijLLipkRandolp^h Institute, whose purpose will be to deal 
witfTecohomlc arid"’social problems in relation to civil rights. 

It is not believed that RUSTIN is going to accept the 
referenced position in the SCLC, • which would preclude contact with 
KING and other SCLC leaders. Furthermore, there has not been 
any indication that he has contacted any CP leaders except 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS. He asked DAVIS 1 advice as to how he could 
escape from speaking at a rally sponsored by the Emergency 
Committee for Disaster Relief to Cuba. Although RUSTIN contacted 
DAVIS, it is not believed that he is in contact with other CP 
leaders, or that he is sympathetic to the CP cause. To 
substantiate this, RUSTIN as late as April 9 } 1964, after 
addressing a meeting of the National Council of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, Nyack, New York, said he was opposed to the 
Communist movement. He said there was no ultimate principle 
or position in their movement; that he learned first-hand of the 
Communists 1 desire to submerge the goal of social justice as a 
former member of the Youth Communist League before and after 
the end of World War II. m «). ... ■ 
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III. ^/{Freedomways 11 Magazine "* , - \ ^ . 

This magazine is self-described as a quarterly review \ 
of the Negro freedom movement and is a publication established \ 
and financed by the CPUSA. Outwardly* it purports to be a \ 

legitimate publication with np connection with the CPUSA. 

However* it identifies EST HER/JACKSON. as Managing.,.Editor and - - "( 

the Winter* 1964 issue published a Statement of Ownership filed j 
10/1/63, with the United States Post-Office. .This statement j 
shows the owners of the corporation j/Prepdomways Associates* Inc.j 


which publishes the magazine* - as .HENRY 0./MAYEIELD* DOROTHY 


BURNHAJFahd GYEIL PHILIP; 


/- 





MAYFIELD was a CP member irC'Brooklyn*-- New' York* who ,« 
died dfi December. 1963, but DO ROTHY ^BURNHAM • is married to . _ _ _ 

HYMAK/LJ®JER*.. ;the Educational Secrotary of the CPUSA. CYRIL 
/PHILIP has been identified in "The Worker" as the treasurer 
? of the -Ha ll-Davis Defense Committee. . *' S. 

. However, the principal operators of the publication 
, are ESTHER JACKSON* JOHNMCLARKE*,. ,an„Asso.Qlate Editor, and O'DELL* 
who is now affiliated •with"the magazine and has’ contributed 
articles to the last two issues. .... j/ 


This publication is seeking to extend its circulation 
and influence and O'DELL has been instrumental in this endeavor. 
Because of his background in work for the SCLC* he still has 
contacts in the civil rights movement and can be of great help 
in increasing the circulation of "Freedomways", through legitimate 
civil rights organizations such as the SCLC. O'DELL has 
discussed the use of "Freedomways" within the SCLC with EDWINA 
SMITH* a Secretary in the National Office of the SCLC in Atlanta, 
who is alleged to be. his girlfriend. Recently* EDWINA SMITH 
ordered copies of "Freedomways" to be sent to SEPTIMA P. CLARK* 
the Director of Teacher Training and Citizenship Education Program 
of the SCLC, and to the SCLC Headquarters itself. 
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IV. Recommendations 


With respect-* to BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, it is to be noted 
that he is Chairman of the National Negro Commission of the 
CPUSA, and in this capacity would be in possession of information 
concerning the CP's position and activities with respect to the 
Negro Question in the civil rights movement. It is also to be 
noted that in the recent past, DAVIS has been in contact with 
BAYARD RUSTIN. In view of this information, it is being recommended 
that N-£-»kS 69 *»S*, who would be in a position to furnish information 
concerning DAVIS and his activities, be reactivated; however, this 
recommendation was submitted recently by the New York Office to 
the Bureau for. its approval, but it was not allowed at that 

_$CiO . ..... : . 

A separate letter will be submitted recommending 
reinstitution of (V 


With respect to the SCLC office in New York City, it 
is to be noted that the SCLC has its office at 312 West 125th 
Street, New York City, in which office RUTH BAILEY works; however, 
ADELE KANTER, who is an employee of the SCLC and who is frequently 
in contact with LEVISON, has office space in the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, 15 East 40th Street, New York City. It is being 
recommended that additional coverage be afforded to the SCLC in 
this location. Details of this additional coverage will be 
contained in a separate communication to the Bureau. It is-also 
to be noted that the possibility exists that the entire New York 
office of the SCLC will be housed at the Gandhi Society. 


It is also being recommended that an anonymous letter 
be sent from Atlanta to RUTH BAILEY, SCLC employee in New York City, 
in an effort to cause disruption in the New York office of the 
SCLC and cause friction among RUTH BAILEY, ADELE KANTER, STANLEY 
LEVISON and CLARENCE JONES. The details of this will be 
submitted to the Bureau by separate communication. 

On 3/25/64, EDWINA)\SMITH, S ecr etary to the Program 
Director of the SCLC, Atl anta, Georgia, ordered 50 copies of. 
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"Freedomways” sent t o Mrs, SEPTIMA Py^CLARK at the Dorchester 
_Community Center, Midway,... Geoj'^ia, ’ and 25 copies for the SCLC 
■Headquarters at 334 Auburn Street, Atlanta, Georgia. It would 
appear that these magazines may be intended for use in the 
SCLC’s training school and it is suggested that the Atlanta 
Office may be able to determine from a public source that 
"Freedomways" is being used by the SCLC in its training schools. 

If such Information is obtained, then consideration could be given 
to the use of Bureau contacts in the mass media field to publicize 
this information. Such a public disclosure could be most 
embarrassing and disruptive to the SCLC. 
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You will recall that at the Seat of Government 
conference attended by two Agents of your office on 
December 23, 1963, for the purpose of exploring possible 
avenues of additional investigation in connection with 
captioned matter, it was decided that because of the 
necessity for an extremely discreet approach by the Bureau- 
in this matter and because certain facets of our investi¬ 
gation were then relatively new. this matter would be 
reappraised in approximately 90 days'. In the interim, your 
office was to give consideration to a number of matters having 
potential for further inquiry. These included; possibilities 
of anonymous source contacts; possibilities of utilising 
contacts in the news media field; initiating discreet checks 
relative to developing background information on employees 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (3CLC); 
remaining alert to the possibility of capitalising on any , 

disgruntled 3CLC employee; the possibility of developing / 

information concerning any financial dealings of King which / 
may be illegal; and the development of subversive information/ » 
pertaining to 3CLC employees. L/ 

The Bureau appreciates the suggestion recently made 
by you that another conference be held at the Seat of 
Government with representatives of both your office and the 
New York Office because of the extensive coverage being 
given by New York in this matter. The Bureau has given 
thorough consideration to this suggestion but believes that 
at this tine, rather than a conference, receiving offices 
should make a thorough self-analysis of the handling of this 
case and related aspects such as investigations of individuals 
and organizations close to £ke communist influence in racial 
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Latter to Atlanta 

EE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

mmo question 

100-3-116 

i 

I 1 

matters. Some of the things to b© considered are those 
©numerated above although they should not be considered as 
all-inclusiveo Of particular consideration should be the 
matter of Fred Bennett of Atlanta as It would appear that 
intensified coverage of him might develop pertinent infor¬ 
mation relating to Martin Luther King. This specific matter 
v/as brought to your attention by other correspondence recently. 

At this time it is desired that both receiving 
offices give the matter of instant investigation a thorough 
analysis with a view toward suggesting new avenues of 
investigation and intensification in areas already being 
explored. Bear'in mind the main goals in this matterj namely, 
determining the extent of the communist influence in racial 
matters and taking such action as is appropriate to neutralise 
or completely axscvea&'s vhe effectiveness os Hsx-tia Luther 
King, Jr., as a Negro leader because of the communist influences 
upon hira 0 


Within 15 days of the receipt of this letter, Atlanta 
and Hew York should furnish the Bureau observations and 
recommendations in accordance with th© foregoing. 


V 
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date: December 24, 1963 M e — -rr~£ 
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W SulHvan^^X. 

1-Mr* Belmont 'i -; 

. l~Mr,Sullivan Tele. Room __ 

pf~%( l“Mr. Baumgardner ”°!,X S - , 

“r (J 1-Mr .Gurley ' \ 

1-Mr. Ryan ' 


L ,• 


subject: communist party, usa pf i-Mr.Ryan r y 

NEGRO .QUESTION • „ 1 i/f 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS JjQ^H 

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST ^ u 

In view of the influence the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), 
is exerting on the racial situation, particularly through Martin 
Luther^Kipg, head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 5 
(SCfLC), the Directoi' approved a conference be held between repre¬ 
sentatives of our Atlanta Office and Seat of Government personnel, 

** 

Recognizing the dje34cagy_o|_j&ii^ ion because 

' 'of the' prominence oT King’,"' the primary purpose of the conference was 
J;p .explore how best to carry on our investigation, to producefth,e_ ... 

• desired .results, without.’embarrassment ’to" fhe. Bureau. Included .in 
our discussion was a complete analysis of the avenues of approach 
‘“aiMecf at-nSUtraTizihg : 'Eing""as an e i-f active' Negro--Teader-'and--developing- • 
evidence concerning King’s continued dependence on communists for 
guidance and direction. /v&jA r p. 

The conference was held at the Seat of Government on ' ^ y 

12-23-63. It was attended by Security Supervisor Henry Rowse and ' 

SA Robert Nichols from our Atlanta Office. The Seat of Government Ap \\ 
representatives were Assistant Director W. C. Sullivan, Inspector * 
Joseph A. Sizoo, Section Chief F. J. Baumgardner and Supervisors Y\ 


L. T. Gurley and David Ryan, 
6 p.m. 


The conference lasted from 9_^a.m„,.. tof- 


o- c 


r Assistant Director Sullivan briefed the conference on the 

task at hand. He pointed out the necessity for good judgment and 
discreetness in conducting any investigation concerning this matter. 
He made it clear it was necessary for us to continue obtaining 
I evidence of the CPUSA*s influence on King and, through King, influenc 
■on the Negro people. Mr. Sullivan also stressed tlie fact that, 
although King is a minister, we have already developed information 
Concerning weaknesses in his character which are of such a nature 
I‘as to make him" uhfTt 1 6 '^serv^^^^M'iSisT§r ~"ofTile" gospel7"”“ 

***"*—*"'■* -ii^f ^rrruTprt.iL-'^ m - j vw * ^ m „i, •, l t { M . . . . ilM ,, 

. Mr. Sullivan pointed out that the field should continue to 

jgather information concerning King’s personal activities, such as 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont > 

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA \' 

NEGRO QUESTION » 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
100-3—116 

getting drunk/and assoc iating..w ith wome n ot he r .. than his wife,) in 
order that we may consider using this information at an opportune 
time in a counterintelligence move to discredit him. 

During the discussion which followed, the men from the 
field outlined in detail the operation of the SCLC in Atlanta and 
the manner in which it is managed by King. 

Our discreet a pproa ch to this case has been necessitated 

the”delicate situation which surrounds the 
entire raoiaX_mov,ement. A wrong move could well result in extreme 
embarrassment to the Bureau. As a result of the conference, it was 
decided we need to develop additional information in the following 
areas: 


(D We iuu,£rfc us term me and’check 
of the SCLC. 


VUV MiS. 


■ r-v 

a. wa. 


-employees 


(2) We must locate and monitor the funds of the SCLC. 

(3) We must identify and check out the sources who 
contribute to the SCLC. 

(4) We must continue to keep close watch on King’s 
personal activities. 

(5) We will, at the proper time when it can be done 
without embarrassment to the Bureau, expose King 
as an ( immoral) opportunist who is not a sincere 
person but is exploiting the racial situation for 
personal gain. 

(6) We will explore the possibility of utilizing additional 
specialized investigative techniques at the SCLC office. 


Our technical coverage on King and the SCLC is producing 
exce-ll ent informat ion. It was decided that, in view of this fact 
and since we could not engage in active investigation at this time 
without embarrassment to the Bureau, we would hold in abeyance..o jaenL^ 
investigation as outlined above for another 90 days. During this 
time, we wiXT utilize the information obtained from our technical 
coverage and conduct whatever investigation can be made discreetly. 


- 2 - 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
100-3-116 


This conference proved to be most beneficial, and the 
men from the field expressed their appreciation for the opportunity 
of being brought into the Seat of Government for the purpose of 
exploring this entire matter. They were both enthusiastic about 
the case and stated the conference was of exceptional benefit to 
them and will be of assistance in setting the future course of the 
investigation. 

ACTION: 


We will continue to give this case priority attention 
both at the Seat of Government and in the field and will expose 
King for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first 
| opportunity* ... At. the end pf. $hp_90-day period, or sooner if 

1 conditions permit, we will make a further recommendation as to 
whether we are in a position at that time to take further action 
against King and the SCLC without embarrassment to the Bureau. 
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Memorandum 


: Mr* W. C. Sullivan 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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/\) y (Mohr 
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/< ^Loac'^4 
Evans * 


date: December 19, 1963 

CSva^rf 

1 - Mr* Belmont fe~ 

1 - Mr* Sullivan "pele. Room . 

1 - Administrative -CT 5 — 

' Division k. -''■&/.*£*? 

1 - Mr, Baumgardner^'/' 

1 - Mr. Denz ‘ i / 


from : Mr. F. J. Baumgardn^jt 

D * 

subject^ COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Administrative 
' Division k 


NEGRO QUESTION 1 - Mr. De 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 1 - Mr. Gu: 
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST 


rl 7#^“ 

IJrj$w^v 


This memorandum recommends that Special Agent Henry G. Rowse, 
Security Supervisor, and Special Agent Robert R. Nichols, both of the 
Atlanta Office, be ordered to report to the Bureau on 12/23/63 for a 
one-day conference in order to explore fully the communist influence 
in racial matters as it pertains to Martin Luther King, Jr., whose head¬ 
quarters are in Atlanta, Georgia, and to discuss avenues of approach to. / 
exposing King f s unholy alliance with the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA). Y 

The racial unrest in the United States is currently the target 
for a determined concentration of communist effort. Communists are using 
every means possible to divert the course and force of the unrest into 
support of communist objectives. Long-range communist strategy looks 
to the establishment of a ^Negro-labor coa lition which the communists I 

hope to be able to manipulate°lis = ~a powerful political action weapon. - 

This communist goal constitutes a serious national security problem in j 
light of the fact that the individual playing a most dominant role as a 
leading spokesman for the estimated 20 million Negroes in this country j 
today, Martin Luther King, Jr., is knowingly, willingly and regularly W 
cooperating with and taking guidance from communists. King is using the~ 

communists and in turn is being used by them. , ^ . g 


Vi 


The composite of information ava|&a|g§9 about King depicts an 
unprincipled..opportunistic, individual, as well as a man considered and 
described within the Party as a Marxist. Because of the important role 
he plays in the Negro movement and communist influence being brought to 
bear upon him, Atlanta has been instructed to keep the Bureau and pertin¬ 
ent offices advised of King's travels and his activities. Those offices 
have also been instructed to take no action which would embarrass the 
Bureau or which would make King aware of our coverage of him.'"—* —-- —— ■ - 

In order to ^explore fully the communist influence' 5, in/^pad3£a&64 
matters and pin down ali ^facets of the investigation as it tains to 
King, as well as to discuss ave nues-of. approach.jto^expos.inai'^^^nig^s-uiiho^ 
alliance .with-the. CPUSA and the delicacy.„of„.handling. this phase of our 
investigation, it is deemed advisable and fully justified to have Henry G« 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
100-3-116 


Rowse, the Security Supervisor, and Robert R. Nichols, the case Agent 
both of the Atlanta Office, report to the Bureau on 12/23/63 for a 
one-day conference. 

ACTION: 

That the attached teletype directing Rowse and Nichols to 
report to the Bureau on 12/23/63 be approved. 
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November 7, IS03 


all INFORMATIOMCONTAINEO • 

femSr- 1 ' 

DATE 


JFORMAH^-- . 


S TO ME. TOLSOH 
ME. BELMONT 
ME. BE LOACH 
ME. P.03EK 
ME. SULLIVAN 


On October 26, 1963, the Attorney Generai.ca.IIed st my office 
and discussed a number of matters. 

■ o 

Tbs first matter discussed was the Bo b by B aker case and its. 
various ramifications. 1 informed the Attorney General fcaat we were 
daily receiving memoranda from the Criminal Division oi the Oepartmest 
asking for additional investigations and we had given this particular matter 
top priority. 

1 stated there was no doubt that Baker had been associating with 
most undesirable characters hers la Washington and other parts of the 
country. I stated that oi course iha Bureau was looking into two specific, 
aspects of the case; namely, iha conflict of interest and any fraud which 
he may have perpetrated in disbursement oi funds at the Capitol. 

We then discussed the Ellen Rometseh case.. 1 outlined to the 
Attorney General the details of this situation and the ramifications oi it. 
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I told Mm about the conversation that I had had with the President 
os the preceding Sunday by phone in which Uis President expressed concern^ 
about the possible involvement of personnel at the Vi hits Bouse. I stated 
that we had immediately Interviewed the Homstsch woman, who is now 
living in Cologne, Germany, and.had obtained a written statement from 
her stating that she had had m relations with anyone on the White House 
staff. I advised the Attorney General that she had declined to give the 
names of any of her clients. I stated that the same attitude had been taken 
by th e other women who had been hi the so-called "call girl" operation, 
-altho ugh one oi the women bad admitted as having as clients tea or twelve 
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